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Becker & Poliakoff, P.A. Information

Address: 1 East Broward Blvd.
Suite 1800
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone: (954) 987-7550
Fax: (954) 985-4176
Email: ajulien@beckerlawyers.com
Web Address: www.beckerlawyers.com

By submitting your response, you certify that you are authorized to represent and bind your company.

Ariel Julien ajulien@beckerlawyers.com
Signature Email

Submitted at 4/28/2026 12:32:48 PM (ET)

Response Attachments

Becker Proposal -City of Coconut Creek.pdf

Becker Proposal

Bid Attributes

1 Section I - General Terms and Conditions

I confirm that I have thoroughly read and fully understood Section I – General Terms and Conditions.

 Confirmed

2 Section II - Special Terms and Conditions

I confirm that I have thoroughly read and fully understood Section II - Special Terms and Conditions.

 Confirmed

3 Section III - Detailed Requirements-Scope of Services

I confirm that I have thoroughly read and fully understood Section III - Detailed Requirements-Scope of Services.

 Confirmed

4 Section IV - Required Forms and Documents

I acknowledge and understand that all documents and forms specified in Section IV – Required Forms and
Documents must be thoroughly completed, notarized when applicable, and submitted as part of this solicitation.
Incomplete or missing documentation may result in the submission being deemed non-compliant.

 Acknowledged and Understood
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5 Drug Free Workplace

The authorized Proposer, in accordance with Section 287.087, Florida Statutes, as may be amended from time to
time, hereby certifies that their business does comply with the provisions outlined therein.

1. Publish a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession,
or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the workplace and specifying the actions that will be taken
against employees for violations of such prohibition.

2. Inform employees about the dangers of drug abuse in the workplace, the business's policy of maintaining a
drug-free workplace, any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs, and
the penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations.

3. Give each employee engaged in providing the commodities or contractual services that are under bid a copy
of the statement specified in subsection (1).

4. In the statement specified in subsection (1), notify the employees that, as a condition of working on the
commodities or contractual services that are under bid, the employee will abide by the terms of the statement
and will notify the employer of any conviction of, or plea of guilty or nolo contendere to, any violation of
Florida Statutes, Chapter 893 or of any controlled substance law of the United States or any state, for a
violation occurring in the workplace no later than five (5) days after such conviction.

5. Impose a sanction on, or require the satisfactory participation in a drug abuse assistance or rehabilitation
program if such is available in the employee's community, by any employee who is so convicted.

6. Make a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug-free workplace through implementation of this section.

Yes, I'm authorized and certify that my business complies fully with the requirements.

6 Exceptions to the RFP

The Proposer shall clearly identify any exceptions (if any) to the terms, conditions, specifications, or requirements
outlined in the solicitation document. All exceptions must be listed below or on additional attached sheets if
necessary. Any alterations, omissions, or deviations are made at the Proposer’s own risk and may result in rejection
of the proposal.
 
Instructions

List each exception with reference to the specific section or requirement.
If no exceptions are taken, type "None".

None
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7 Trade Secrets

a. The Proposer’s response to this solicitation is a public record pursuant to Florida law, which is subject to
disclosure by the City under the State of Florida Public Records Law, Florida Statutes Chapter 119.07 (“Public
Records Law”). The City shall permit public access to all documents, papers, letters or other material submitted in
connection with this solicitation and the Contract to be executed for this solicitation, subject to the provisions of
Chapter 119.07 of the Florida Statutes.
 
b. Any language contained in the Proposer’s response to the solicitation purporting to require confidentiality of any
portion of the Proposer’s response to the solicitation, except to the extent that certain information is in the City’s
opinion a Trade Secret pursuant to Florida law, shall be void. If a Proposer submits any documents or other
information to the City which the Proposer claims is Trade Secret information and exempt from Florida Statutes
Chapter 119.07 (“Public Records Laws”), the Proposer shall clearly designate that it is a Trade Secret and that it is
asserting that the document or information is exempt. The Proposer must specifically identify the exemption being
claimed under Florida Statutes 119.07. The City shall be the final arbiter of whether any information contained in
the Proposer’s response to the solicitation constitutes a Trade Secret.
 
c. EXCEPT FOR CLEARLY MARKED PORTIONS THAT ARE BONA FIDE TRADE SECRETS PURSUANT TO
FLORIDA LAW, DO NOT MARK YOUR RESPONSE TO THE SOLICITATION AS PROPRIETARY OR CONFIDENTIAL.
DO NOT MARK YOUR RESPONSE TO THE SOLICITATION OR ANY PART THEREOF AS COPYRIGHTED. ALL
DOCUMENTS THAT THE FIRM PURPORTS TO BE CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY OR A TRADE SECRET SHALL
BE UPLOADED TO THE IONWAVE WEBSITE AS A SEPARATE ATTACHMENT, IN THIS SECTION, CLEARLY
IDENTIFYING THE EXEMPTION BEING CLAIMED UNDER FLORIDA STATUTES 119.07.
 
d. The city’s determination of whether an exemption applies shall be final, and the proposer agrees to defend,
indemnify, and hold harmless the city and the city’s officers, employees, and agent, against any loss or damages
incurred by any person or entity as a result of the city’s treatment of records as public records.

No response

8 Insurance Requirements

I confirm that I have read and understood the Insurance Requirements and will include a current Certificate of
Insurance with my submission, as required by this solicitation.

 Confirmed

9 Insurance Requirements

General $1,000,000.00
Auto $1,000,000.00
Professional Liability /Errors & Omissions $1,000,000.00
Workers Compensation per state statute limitations - $100,000.00
 

General
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0

Visa Procurement Card - Preferred Method of Payment

The City of Coconut Creek utilizes a Visa Procurement Card (P-Card) Program to streamline and expedite
payments for goods and services. The City prefers to use the P-Card for transactions whenever possible.
 
Benefits for Vendors

Receive payment within 72 hours after the City accepts the goods or services.
Reduce administrative tasks by issuing receipts instead of invoices.
Fewer invoice-related issues and quicker resolution of transactions.
Work directly with the designated cardholder (in most cases) for greater efficiency.

 
Important Payment Terms

Vendors may not charge additional fees, such as convenience charges or credit card surcharges, for P-Card
payments.
Any associated costs must be incorporated into the vendor's quoted price.
Responses that include add-ons like "+3% service fee" will not be accepted.
Vendors must either already accept Visa or ensure that capability is in place prior to the agreement start
date.

Yes

1
1

Purchase by Other Governmental Agencies

If awarded a contract through this solicitation, the Proposer agrees—subject to available capacity or inventory—to
extend the same products or services to other requesting governmental agencies, in accordance with the terms and
conditions of the solicitation and resulting contract. All pricing shall be F.O.B. delivered to the requesting agency.
 
Please indicate whether you will authorize Other Governmental Agencies to purchase under your contract with the
City of Coconut Creek.

Yes, other governmental Agencies are authorized.
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Scrutinized Companies and Countries of Concern per Sections 287.135, 215.473, & 287.138, Florida
Statute

Contractor hereby certifies that it: a) has not been placed on the Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel List, nor
is engaged in a boycott of Israel; b) has not been placed on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in Sudan List
nor the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in the Iran Terrorism Sectors List (formerly the Iran Petroleum Energy
Sector List); and c) has not been engaged in business operations in Cuba or Syria. If City determines that
Contractor has falsely certified facts under this paragraph, or if Contractor is found to have been placed on a list
created pursuant to Section 215.473, Florida Statutes, as amended, or is engaged in a boycott of Israel after the
execution of this Agreement, City will have all rights and remedies to terminate this Agreement consistent with
Section 287.135, Florida Statutes, as amended. The City reserves all rights to waive certain requirements of this
paragraph on a case-by-case exception basis pursuant to Section 287.135, Florida Statutes, as amended.
Beginning January 1, 2024, the City must not enter into a contract that grants access to an individual’s personal
identifying information to any Foreign Country of Concern such as: People’s Republic of China, the Russian
Federation, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Republic of Cuba, the
Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro, or the Syrian Arab Republic, unless the Contractor provides the City with an
affidavit signed by an authorized representative of the Contractor, under penalty of perjury, attesting that the
Contractor does not meet any of the criteria in subparagraphs (2)(a)-(c) of Section 287.138, Florida Statutes, as
may be amended. Beginning January 1, 2025, the City must not extend or renew any contract that grants access to
an individual’s personal identifying information unless the Contractor provides the City with an affidavit signed by an
authorized representative of the Contractor, under penalty of perjury, attesting that the Contractor does not meet
any of the criteria in subparagraphs (2)(a)-(c) of Section 287.138, Florida Statutes, as may be amended. Violations
of this Section will result in termination of this Agreement and may result in administrative sanctions and penalties
by the Office of the Attorney General of the State of Florida.
 
The Proposer affirms that their company is not owned by, organized under the laws of, or principally
located in a Foreign Country of Concern. Furthermore, the contractor confirms that the government of
a Foreign Country of Concern does not hold a controlling interest in the entity. Under penalties of
perjury, I declare that I have read and understood the foregoing statement and that the facts stated
herein are true.

Affirmed as stated above.

1
3

E-Verify

Effective January 1, 2021, public and private employers, contractors and subcontractors will begin required
registration with, and use of the E-verify system in order to verify the work authorization status of all newly hired
employees. Vendor/Consultant/Contractor acknowledges and agrees to utilize the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security’s E-Verify System to verify the employment eligibility of:
 
(a) All persons employed by Vendor/Consultant/Contractor to perform employment duties within Florida during the
term of the contract; and
 
(b) All persons (including subvendors / subconsultants / subcontractors) assigned by Vendor/Consultant/Contractor
to perform work pursuant to the contract with the Department. The Vendor/Consultant/Contractor acknowledges
and agrees that use of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s E-Verify System during the term of the contract
is a condition of the contract with the City of Coconut Creek; and
 
(c) Should vendor become successful Contractor awarded for the above-named project, by entering into this
Contract, the Contractor becomes obligated to comply with the provisions of Section 448.095, Fla. Stat.,
"Employment Eligibility," as amended from time to time. This includes but is not limited to utilization of the E-Verify
System to verify the work authorization status of all newly hired employees, and requiring all subcontractors to
provide an affidavit attesting that the subcontractor does not employ, contract with, or subcontract with, an
unauthorized alien. The contractor shall maintain a copy of such affidavit for the duration of the contract. Failure to
comply will lead to termination of this Contract, or if a subcontractor knowingly violates the statute, the subcontract
must be terminated immediately. Any challenge to termination under this provision must be filed in the Circuit Court
no later than 20 calendar days after the date of termination. If this contract is terminated for a violation of the
statute by the Contractor, the Contractor may not be awarded a public contract for a period of 1 year after the date
of termination.

 Acknowledged and Agreed
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Bid Lines

1 Monthly Retainer 

Quantity: 1 UOM: Month Unit Price: $5,000.00 Total: $5,000.00

Item Notes: Provide a detailed and flat rate monthly retainer for the provisions of services required as identified in
this RFP. The proposed fee(s) shall be detail costs: i.e., travel and related incidental out-of-pocket
expenses, if applicable. Consultant shall not be reimbursed or otherwise paid for internal word
processing, data processing or other services (i.e., local telephone services, copies, and mail or
postage services) that would reasonably be deemed the Consultant’s overhead expense.

Response Total: $5,000.00
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Federal Lobbying and Funding Advocacy  
Services for the City of Coconut Creek 

 

Omar Franco, Senior Director, Co-Lead  
ofranco@beckerlawyers.com; (202) 621-7122 

 

Amanda Wood, Senior Director, Co-Lead  
awood@beckerlawyers.com; (202) 207-6863 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

1275 K Street, N.W., Suite 850 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Tel: 202.621.7122 | Fax: 202.330.5464 

REQUEST FOR Proposals 

RFP No. 04-29-26-11 

due April 29, 2026 

BROWARD COUNTY 
1 East Broward Blvd., Suite 1800 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
Tel: 954.987.7550 | Fax: 954.985.4176 
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April 29, 2026 
 
Dear the City of Coconut Creek Selection Team: 
 
In today’s rapidly changing political environment, it’s more important than ever to have a strong 
federal lobbying team representing the City of Coconut Creek in Washington, D.C. Becker & 
Poliakoff, P.A. (Becker) is pleased to submit this proposal in response to the City’s request for 
Federal Lobbying and Funding Advocacy Services. We have carefully read your scope of 
services, understand your priorities and expectations, and commit to performing the work 
required by the RFP and exceeding those expectations. 
 
Becker is a Broward County-based multi-state law and lobbying firm with 170-plus lawyers, 
lobbyists, and professional staff. The firm, founded in 1973 with twenty offices in Florida 
(including headquarters in Fort Lauderdale), New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Washington, 
D.C, and Milan Italy, has a proven track record of high performance on similar lobbying contracts 
for local governments. Our client list is long and varied; we are proud of our many long-term 
clients, including cities, counties, transportation authorities, trade organizations, private 
businesses, and universities. 
 
Your Proposed Federal Lobbying Team 
Becker’s Washington D.C.-based federal lobbying team includes veteran political professionals 
who worked in high-level positions for Florida Members of Congress and in previous 
Administrations including the first Trump Administration. Becker’s local knowledge of the City’s 
unique needs combined with our bipartisan, diverse team of experienced D.C. lobbyists offers 
Coconut Creek an unbeatable opportunity to leverage Capitol Hill and White House/ 
Administration relationships. Each team member has in-depth personal knowledge of the 
legislative, appropriations, grant, and rule-making processes.  
 
Technical Qualifications 
Team leaders, Omar Franco and Amanda Wood, will be your primary points of contact. Omar 
Franco has been lobbying for local governments since 2009, after serving as Chief of Staff for 
Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL), who is Vice Chair of the House Committee on 
Appropriations, Chairman of the National Security, Department of State and Related Programs 
Subcommittee, and is a member on the Defense Subcommittee. Amanda Wood, former 
Legislative Director to former Florida Senator Bob Graham, has been lobbying since 2005. Sadie 
Haire will provide additional assistance. Sadie is a 9th generation native Floridan who maintains 
strong relationships with Florida’s elected officials. In addition to Becker’s powerhouse 
bipartisan team in Washington D.C., Colleen LaPlant, a longtime Becker team member and 
resident of Coconut Creek will serve as a local liaison. Colleen has her finger on the pulse in 
Coconut Creek and Broward County. She will stay in close contact with local leaders through 
our government, civic, and charitable work in Broward County. 
 
Becker D.C. lobbyists have decades-long relationships with Members of Congress, their Chiefs of 
Staff, and key committee staff; political leaders in the White House and Administration; senior officials 
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in federal departments and agencies; and the entire Florida delegation. Being Florida-based and 
representing many Florida local governments, we are inherently attuned to the City’s unique needs. 
Several Becker federal lobbyists previously worked in Tallahassee, giving Coconut Creek an added 
advantage in knowing how to leverage state and federal programs and funding for projects like 
transportation, infrastructure, public safety, emergency management, solid waste, and technology.  
 
No Learning Curve – Becker’s Interest in Representing the City of Coconut Creek 
Representing local governments in Washington, D.C. is a specialty of the Becker lobbying team. 
Simply put, there is no learning curve. Becker lobbyists understand municipal issues and the 
unique public nature of representing local governments. Our existing clients include like-sized 
cities and counties with similar priorities, and we are already familiar with the relevant agencies, 
committees, and allied national and regional organizations. Known as a local government 
lobbying firm, the Becker team works closely with national advocacy groups such as the National 
League of Cities (NLC) and others such as the U.S. Conference of Mayors, and National 
Association of Counties (NACo). Becker’s Senior Director, Omar Franco, is among a small group 
of municipal lobbyists that meet regularly with the NLC’s legislative team, including Irma 
Esparza-Diggs, Senior Executive and Director, Federal Advocacy, to plan strategy and organize 
legislative outreach to congressional allies. 
 
The team is most well-known for securing federal funding for our local government clients   
through member-directed appropriations and agency grants and programs. The team 
proactively identifies funding opportunities that match your top priorities and uses creative 
strategies to support funding requests. Our long-term clients tell us how much they appreciate 
our ability to help them set priorities, develop realistic, common-sense strategies, and implement 
the best course of action. 
 
Added Value to the City of Coconut Creek 
In sum, our local knowledge and presence, boutique-style hands-on approach, and proven track 
record of securing federal funding and policy changes for local government clients, provide a 
tangible advantage over traditional D.C. lobbying firms. Our team also distinguishes itself with 
its Brand Lobbying visibility strategy and connections to diverse coalitions, caucuses, and 
Members throughout the country. We stand ready to provide vigorous representation and would 
consider it a privilege to do so. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Omar Franco, Co-Lead Lobbyist 
Senior Director 
ofranco@beckerlawyers.com  

 
Amanda Wood, Co-Lead Lobbyist 
Senior Director 
awood@beckerlawyers.com 

 

mailto:ofranco@beckerlawyers.com
mailto:awood@beckerlawyers.com
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Clearly describe the ability to perform the scope of services proposed including a work plan 
with an explanation of the methodology to be followed to perform the services required of 
this proposal. 
 

Scope of Services 
 

2.1 Coordinate federal advocacy efforts related to legislation, policy, and funding 
opportunities within the United States Congress and federal agencies. 
 
Representing local governments is a specialty practice for Becker. We provide a full 
range of lobbying, legislative consulting, and advocacy services at the federal level. Team 
members will share policy insights and political intelligence with City officials to adapt 
strategy when needed. We coordinate federal advocacy efforts by aligning legislative 
strategy, outreach, and communications across members of Congress, congressional 
staff, and federal agencies to ensure consistent, timely, and effective engagement. Our 
team will continuously educate legislators, staff, executive branch officials, and key 
influencers in Washington, D.C., on the City’s issues and concerns to support legislative 
and budget priorities. Proposed lobbying team leaders, Omar Franco and Amanda Wood, 
will coordinate the City of Coconut Creek’s federal advocacy efforts. 
 
2.2 Advocate the City’s interests during the United States legislative and regulatory 
process. 
 
The Becker team has long-term working relationships with your local and regional 
stakeholders, the Florida Congressional delegation, and Members of Congress with 
jurisdiction over your priority issues. We are ready to put that knowledge and those 
relationships to work for the City. We will represent Coconut Creek in dealings with 
elected and appointed officials, legislative staff, federal agency officials, both political 
appointees and career staff.  
 
The Becker team will use its statewide relationships with Florida and regional 
lawmakers, staff, and others in influential positions to build support for the City’s short- 
and long-term success. Becker lobbyists’ decades-long experience working on municipal 
issues and connections to influential lawmakers expand the number of congressional 
supporters far beyond Coconut Creek. We work closely with leaders on House and 
Senate Appropriations committees and key subcommittees plus House Transportation 
and Infrastructure, Homeland Security, Ways and Means, Armed Services, Small 

Section 1: Qualifications and Experience 
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Business and Senate Commerce, Health Education, Homeland Security, Banking and 
Housing, Armed Services, Energy, Environment and Public Works, Finance and others. 
 
The Becker lobbying team has strong working relationships with the entire Florida 
delegation and influential House and Senate members (and their staff). The same is true 
for critical members of the Trump Administration. 
 
For decades, team members have worked closely with Florida Members and their staff, 
especially senior members of the Appropriations Committee from South Florida, such as 
Representatives Mario Diaz-Balart and Debbie Wasserman Schultz, plus Coconut 
Creek’s Representative Jared Moskowitz, Frederica Wilson, and Senators Rick Scott 
and Ashley Moody, as well as all members of the South Florida Congressional 
delegation.  

 
Our lobbying team members have an in-depth working knowledge of regulatory 
processes at the federal agencies and high-level contacts in the right places. Team 
members have done extensive work on Homeland Security and FEMA issues while 
working on Capitol Hill and now as lobbyists. As an example, the Becker team worked 
with FEMA officials, on behalf of several cities, to successfully appeal the agency’s denial 
of costs relating to FEMA’s de‐obligation of disaster recovery expenditures related to the 
hurricanes from over a decade ago. This issue led the Becker lobbying team to help 
spearhead the statutory change made to prohibit FEMA from denying the repayment of 
disaster related expenses to local governments.  
 
2.3 Monitor and report on proposed and ongoing legislation that could affect the City. 
This includes legislation related to the City’s federal legislative priorities. 
 
Becker's "secret" formula for success is obsessively learning the institutional history 
behind an issue, reading every piece of legislation and funding request to ensure that our 
clients are protected. This practice helps us position our clients to be successful by 
knowing what legislation is moving, what legislation is "dead on arrival"; who are the 
champions and who are the antagonists; which committees are friendly, and which will 
hide a bill from ever seeing the light of day. Legislative intelligence is the key to effective 
lobbying. Our team knows where to get it and how to use it to represent our clients. The 
team uses “Bloomberg Government” and “Politico Pro” to track priority bills. We will 
assist the City with tracking your policy and funding related requests and other relevant 
legislation. 
 
As an example, Becker represents America’s nationwide network of Small Business 
Development Centers (SBDCs), the most comprehensive small business assistance 
network in the United States and its territories. We monitor all the hearings in the Senate 
and House Small Business Committees and prepare memos to be shared with the SBDC 
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membership. Topics covered include: the SBA’s State Trade Expansion Program, Small 
Businesses in the Cannabis Industry and Small Business Access to Capital after a Natural 
Disaster Act. 
 
2.4 Identify, analyze and report political and/or policy trends that may affect the 
direction or development of legislation or federal funding programs that may impact 
the City. 
 
The Becker lobbying team is proactive in developing legislative and regulatory strategies 
for our clients - we are continually anticipating and monitoring reputational and policy 
developments and proposing ways to address them. Our team members personally 
cover Committee hearings, markups, and briefings. It is beneficial to attend these events, 
so Members and staff see your interest. It is also an effective way to deliver a message, 
especially to Members we know well. In addition, we conduct daily research and analysis 
of reputational, political, and policy developments impacting our clients through 
publications, mainstream media, and word-of-mouth interaction with the Hill and 
Administration. Nothing is more valuable than gathering intelligence directly from 
decision-makers before the news hits the press. 
 
The Becker team routinely provides education and training about the legislative process  
and policy issues. We identify and report on policy trends through written reports and 
newsletters, such as “Washington Weekly” (pictured on page 47), as well as webinars, 
regular verbal communications, and in person (or zoom) meetings. We help clients meet 
with key lawmakers and staff and facilitate the agenda. For example, we host clients in 
D.C. for a full day or more of meetings, hearings, and social events to get to know 
legislators professionally and personally. This also builds awareness and support for our 
client’s priority issues.  
 
We also regularly share guidance about upcoming agency rulemaking and advise clients 
on action items that impact funding or programs. We benefit by being part of a large law 
firm where our lobbyists rely on Becker’s lawyers for legal considerations of new laws, 
rules, and court decisions. 
 
2.5 Assist in the formulation of public policy related to the City’s strategic areas of 
focus, including infrastructure and utilities, public safety, transportation, regulatory 
issues, solid waste and recycling, and communications and technology. 
 
Becker’s federal lobbying team is diverse and bipartisan at its core, enabling team 
members to work effectively with both sides of the aisle and across various 
Congressional caucuses, to assist in the formulation of public policy. We provide clients 
with comprehensive, bipartisan, responsive lobbying efforts. Managing dozens of clients 
and providing around-the-clock service requires a coordinated effort, with team 
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members relying on one another to ensure clients receive well-informed, timely 
advocacy. In addition to advocacy, our team assists cities in the formulation of public 
policy by helping define priorities, shape legislative proposals, and align municipal needs 
with federal infrastructure, transportation, public safety, and technology initiatives. 
 
Below are examples that demonstrate the results of this approach and our success in 
delivering for our clients in your areas of strategic focus: 
 
 On behalf of several cities, the Becker team worked with FEMA to successfully 

appeal the agency’s denial of costs relating to FEMA’s de‐obligation of disaster 
recovery expenditures related to the hurricanes from over a decade ago. This 
issue led the Becker lobbying team to help spearhead the bipartisan statutory 
change made to prohibit FEMA from denying the repayment of disaster related 
expenses to local governments. 

 Omar Franco has been at the forefront of Everglades restoration funding and 
environmental mitigation strategies to protect Florida's beaches and waterways. 
Omar is helping lead a coalition of 16 counties around Lake Okeechobee, working 
with influential Congressional staff & lawmakers from both sides of the aisle. 

 Bipartisanship is not easy to achieve these days, but the Becker team knows how 
to find common ground. Virginia Representatives Beyer (D-VA) and Wittman (R-
VA) introduced a bipartisan bill to address the decline of passengers during the 
pandemic which had a devastating effect on transit and tolling agencies. Becker 
was able to help pass legislation through the House that assists Transportation 
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) loan holders, like the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT), by automatically granting rate resets 
under the USDOT Transportation Secretary’s authority. This provided needed 
relief to TIFIA loans so that capital can be used toward investment projects. The 
legislation benefited VDOT and helped our client, Transurban and its HOT lanes 
across Virginia.  

 The Becker team advocated for the City of North Miami with the FAA on issues 
relating to the FAA’s Next Generation transportation modernization plan, 
impacting flight paths over the city and worsening airplane noise. Using our local, 
state and federal government relationships and know-how, we created a process 
to ensure city stakeholders have a seat at the table. Becker facilitated 
conversations between city leaders and FAA officials to find workable solutions 
for the city and its residents. 

 
Becker’s lobbying team members regularly collaborate with local government 
organizations, including the National League of Cities (NLC), the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors, and the National Association of Counties (NACo), to represent our municipal 
clients. Becker’s Senior Director, Omar Franco, is among a small group of municipal 
lobbyists that meet regularly with the NLC’s legislative team, including Irma Esparza-
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Diggs, Senior Executive and Director, Federal Advocacy, to plan strategy and organize 
legislative outreach to congressional allies. Omar and the other municipally focused 
lobbyists are considered “force multipliers” of the NLC’s efforts to build support for 
League priorities. Omar and the Becker team have secured letters of support, 
congressional testimony, and lobbied Administration officials to help advance League-
endorsed legislation. We work closely with the NLC’s CEO and Executive Director, 
Clarence Anthony. Mr. Anthony formerly served as Mayor of South Bay (FL). South Bay 
is a city in Palm Beach County, a long-time client of the Becker team.  
 
Another successful strategy used by the Becker team includes building and leading 
regional coalitions to show multi-jurisdictional economic impact and secure broad 
political support. The team has worked with organizations such as the National League 
of Cities (NLC) to build coalitions and develop consensus around local government 
priorities. are also currently working with the NLC to advance key initiatives including: 
 

• Support extension of the Affordable Connectivity Program to ensure residents 
can maintain access to affordable broadband services. 

• Support bipartisan efforts to push for legislation that would ease the federal 
compliance burden related to federal grants management/compliance for cities, 
towns and villages. 

• Protect local governments from unreasonable liability by advocating for liability 
protection for municipal drinking water, wastewater and stormwater utilities, 
landfills and solid waste facilities, airports and fire departments 

• Support the long-term reauthorization of the National Flood Insurance Program. 
 
2.6 Monitor solid waste issues and changes in law that could impact the operation of 
the Monarch Hill Landfill. This includes, but is not limited to, coordinating with the 
Department of Environmental Protection, the United States Congress, and relevant 
federal agencies. 
 
Becker will actively monitor developments related to solid waste management and any 
regulatory changes that may affect operations at the Monarch Hill Landfill. Our team 
maintains strong connections with Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and other relevant agencies. In 
fact, our state lobbying team worked closely with DEP leaders to pass the Always Ready 
Resiliency law so Florida’s cities can be more strategic and proactive in protecting inland 
waterways, coastlines, shores, and natural resources.  
 
We have also recently partnered with the EPA on behalf of the City of Lauderhill to 
navigate the State Revolving Loan Fund related to PFAS, as well as federal funding 
options. Additionally, we have worked with the EPA to help Sarasota County secure a 
$105 million low-interest loan to upgrade and expand a water reclamation plan through 
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the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program. Our team brings 
deep familiarity with Brownfields and Land Revitalization Program and maintains strong 
relationships with key leaders, including Lee Zeldin, Administrator of the EPA, and Arnita 
Hannon, Senior Liaison for Local Governments at the EPA. 

 
Beyond coordination on solid waste and landfill-related issues, the Becker team also 
maintains strong working relationships with key decision-makers across executive 
agencies that impact additional City priorities, including the Department of 
Transportation, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Department of Homeland Security, 
Department of War, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Transportation Security 
Administration, Federal Aviation Administration, Department of Health and Human 
Services, U.S. Department of Justice, Department of Commerce, Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, and Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
 
2.7 Develop strategies to obtain and maximize federal funding for City programs, 
including proactive identification of federal grant and agency funding opportunities 
and Congressionally Directed Spending requests. The firm shall review major City 
initiatives, capital improvement projects, and strategic priorities in order to identify 
and position projects that may be competitive for federal funding opportunities. 
 
On an annual recurring basis, there are over 2,000 federal assistance programs 
administered by 26 federal agencies providing more than $730 billion to state and local 
governments through grants, formula allocations, and other payments. Becker is a leader 
in securing funding for clients and has a track record of capturing federal funding through 
the competitive grant process. 
 
Based on our knowledge of appropriations and authorizing bills for future fiscal years, as 
well as longstanding relationships with agency staff, we identify upcoming high-viability 
funding streams for community priorities. Armed with this funding plan, we maximize the 
City’s chances by arranging for City staff to discuss the federal grant program with grant 
program managers well in advance of the release of the solicitations. This offers a huge 
advantage in that we can work with you to properly pitch the project, get feedback on 
the project and recommendations on any other appropriate grants, and ensure that when 
the application is submitted, the reviewers are already familiar with the project and have 
had any concerns addressed. Due to the cone of silence, this is not possible following the 
release of the notice of funding opportunity. Additionally, pre-identification of grant 
targets allows us to brief your House and Senate delegation before the application and 
ensure that they are on board to advocate early and often through outreach to the Office 
of the Secretary and agency intergovernmental affairs. We have also arranged for agency 
debriefing sessions following an unsuccessful grant application to get feedback and 
identify deficiencies that can be corrected in future applications. 
 



City of Coconut Creek | RFP No. 04-29-26-11 
Federal Lobbying and Funding Advocacy Services  
 

7 
 

A comprehensive list of Becker’s funding successes is provided on page 38. 
 
2.8 Prepare correspondence on the City’s behalf in support of specific lobbying 
objectives. 
 
The Becker team will prepare clear, targeted correspondence on behalf of the City to 
support specific lobbying objectives and advance its priorities with key stakeholders. 
Communication with the City will occur regularly through written, verbal, electronic, and 
in-person updates, with all information delivered in a focused and concise manner. 
 
2.9 Maintain direct and frequent contact with key United States Senators and 
members of Congress, including relevant committee and appropriations staff, on 
matters affecting the City. Upon request, coordinate appointments/meetings between 
the City Administration/Staff and appropriate Federal Legislators. 
 
The Becker team will represent the City of Coconut Creek in all federal engagements, 
including meetings with elected officials, legislative staff, and federal agency personnel, 
both political appointees and career staff. Our strategy of elevating the City’s priorities 
to the appropriate high-level decision-makers and using compelling demographic and 
economic data to demonstrate need has consistently delivered results for our local 
government clients. 
 
We have long-standing relationships with the Florida Congressional delegation and 
Members of Congress with jurisdiction over Coconut Creek’s federal priority issues. 
Becker’s federal lobbying group is diverse and bipartisan at its core, enabling our team 
members to work successfully on both sides of the aisle. Below is a representative list 
with whom our team maintains active relationships. 
 
For Florida, the firm’s decades-long Florida roots plus team members’ work experience 
for Florida’s elected and appointed officials in D.C. provide long-standing personal 
relationships. That is certainly true for Florida’s two senators. Senator Rick Scott has 
been a friend of the firm since his days as governor. We have worked with him on several 
policy changes, and he has consistently provided letters of support for various grant 
programs. He has also been a steadfast advocate for FEMA initiatives and HUD-related 
matters on behalf of multiple clients. We also have a good working relationship with 
Senator Ashley Moody (and her Chief of Staff Justin Roth and Legislative Director 
Whitney Ray). 
 
In the City of Coconut Creek and South Florida, Becker works closely with Rep. Jared 
Moskowitz (and Chief of Staff Lale Morrison). Rep. Moskowitz represents several Becker 
clients, including Broward County Sheriff's Office, Broward Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, and parts of Palm Beach County. He has provided countless letters of 
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support for our clients over the years; in fact, we have already secured two earmark 
requests for FY27 (pictured below) including the Artificial Intelligence and Machine 
Learning Laboratory in Broward County and the South Florida AgriCenter Special Needs 
Emergency Shelter in Palm Beach County. 

 

            
 
We also represent several other cities, such as Tamarac, Plantation, Miami Gardens, 
North Miami, Davie, Coral Gables, Hialeah, and local institutions, such as the University 
of Miami and Florida Memorial University. Therefore, we work closely with the following 
South Florida members: Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (Chief of Staff Ashley Jones); 
Rep. Frederica Wilson (Legislative Director Derron Bennett); Rep. Carlos Gimenez, the 
former Mayor of Miami-Dade County (and longtime friend Chief of Staff Alex Ferro); Rep. 
Mario Diaz-Balart (Omar’s former boss and his successor as Chief of Staff Cesar 
Gonzalez);  and Rep. Maria Salazar (and her Chief of Staff Tom Moran) who represents 
our client, the City of Coral Gables. We also work closely with Rep. Lois Frankel (and 
Chief of Staff Josh Cohen), and Rep. Brian Mast (and Chief of Staff James Langende) in 
our representation of Palm Beach County. 
 
In Southwest Florida, we represent the City of Cape Coral and Collier County. We work 
with Reps. Byron Donalds and Mario Diaz-Balart on behalf of our clients in areas related 
to transportation infrastructure, water resources, public safety and related matters. 
Additionally, on behalf of Sarasota County, we work closely with former Becker lawyer, 
Representative Greg Steube and his staff. We have also worked with Rep. Buchanan to 
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secure support for large-scale estuary habitat restoration and resilience projects in 
Southwest Florida.  
 
In Central Florida, Becker worked with Rep. Darren Soto (and Chief Liana Guerra), Rep. 
Daniel Webster (and Chief Jaryn Emhof), Rep. Mike Haridopolos (and Legislative Director 
Zalentine Valenta), and Rep. Cory Mills (and Chief Catherine Treadwell) on behalf of the 
Florida League of Cities. We lobbied their offices on the National Flood Insurance 
program, tax free exemption for municipal bonds, PFAS liabilities, and on behalf of 
Florida’s zoos and aquariums. The team has also worked closely with Rep. Soto and Rep. 
Webster to secure support for broadcast and agricultural issues. We have worked 
directly with Rep. Frost on behalf of the National Haitian American Elected Officials 
Network to secure his support for the Toussaint L’Ouverture Act, an economic package 
to address the issues in Haiti and to create a solution to the political unrest. In so doing, 
we have secured the Representative’s attendance at speaking engagements to discuss 
his views on several substantive topics. The team also has a good working relationship 
with Rep. Kathy Castor (and her Chief Lara Hopkins). Team members work closely with 
her office on climate issues due to our work for so many coastal and other communities. 
Rep. Vern Buchanan (and Chief Sean Brady) and Rep. Gus Bilirakis (and Chief Liz Hittos) 
have been very helpful on trade, tax, and veteran affairs issues. Also, Rep. Scott Franklin 
is a member of the all-important Appropriations Committee and key subcommittee for 
MacDill Air Force Base. 
 
In the Panhandle and North Florida, we previously represented a sizeable military 
contractor, Eastern Shipbuilding, and worked closely with Rep. Dunn to secure funding 
and work on military-related legislation. In addition, we are actively engaged with the 
Florida Rural Economic Development Association (FREDA), where Becker lobbyist Sadie 
Haire participates in and presents legislative updates at the annual Rural Summit and 
maintains ongoing engagement with rural leaders across the state. Through this work, 
she has engaged directly with Congressional offices throughout Florida—including those 
of Congressmen Randy Fine, Scott Franklin, and Neal Dunn, as well as Senators Rick 
Scott and Ashley Moody—to discuss and advance FREDA’s rural priorities, deepening 
our connections with rural communities and reinforcing our engagement with Members 
and staff across the Florida delegation. We also have a close relationship with Rep. 
Jimmy Patronis and regularly spend time with his staff at the many Florida delegation 
events we sponsor and attend. We work closely with Rep. John Rutherford and Rep. 
Aaron Bean for the City of Jacksonville and Rep. Kat Cammack for the City of Palatka. 
 
The Becker team has close working relationships with all Members of the Florida 
congressional delegation and close bi-partisan working relationships with congressional 
leaders and staff on critical committees with jurisdiction over the City of Coconut Creek’s 
priority issues. None is more important than Appropriations. 
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House Appropriations – Becker has long-standing and close relationships with Florida 
Members of the committee, Vice Chair Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL), Lois Frankel (D-FL), 
Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D-FL), and Scott Franklin (R-FL). However, with only four 
Florida Members on House Appropriations, Becker’s strong relationships outside of the 
state are also vitally important. These relationships include, among others, Ranking 
Member Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), Ben Cline (R-VA), Henry Cuellar (D-TX), Adriano 
Espaillat (D-NY), Harold Rogers (R-KY), and the following by subcommittees:   
 
Energy and Water Development, and Related Agencies 
  

• Chuck Fleischmann, Chair (R-TN)   
• Marcy Kaptur, Ranking Member 

(D-OH)   
• Ken Calvert (R-CA)  

• Susie Lee (D-NV)  
• Dan Newhouse (R-WA) 
• Debbie Wasserman Schultz  

(D-FL)   
  
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies 
  

• Steve Womack, Chair (R-AR)  
• Pete Aguilar (D-CA)  

• John Rutherford (R-FL)  
• Norma Torres (D-CA) 

  
Senate Appropriations –The Becker team maintains very strong relationships with 
several key Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee. These relationships 
include the Chair Susan Collins (R-ME), Vice Chair Patty Murray (D-WA), Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY), Richard Durbin (D-IL), Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), Lisa Murkowski (R-
AK), John Hoeven (R-ND), Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), and the following: 
 
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies  
  

• Cindy Hyde-Smith, Chair (R-MS) 
• Christopher Coons (D-DE)   
• Richard Durbin (D-IL)   
• Lindsey Graham (R-SC) 
• John Hoeven (R-ND)  

• John Kennedy (R-LA) 
• Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) 
• Patty Murray (D-WA)   
• Jack Reed (D-RI)  
• Brian Schatz, (D-HI) 

  
2.10 Appear and testify before Federal hearings, rule-making proceedings, and other 
administrative agency or legislative meetings when necessary to promote and seek 
passage of legislation affecting the City of Coconut Creek and its citizens. 
 
The Becker team is committed to establishing regular communication and visibility for 
the City of Coconut Creek. We will identify opportunities for City leadership to testify 
before Congress and will coordinate logistics, assist in drafting testimony, and 
accompany City representatives to these meetings. 
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We will also support the City in becoming a thought leader on key public policy issues 
by developing position papers that can be shared with the media, industry groups, 
federal agencies, and congressional leaders.  
 
Brand Lobbying is Becker’s unique approach that integrates advocacy and reputation 
building to achieve client’s goals and priorities. Instead of reactive lobbying directed at a 
specific and oftentimes urgent issue, we seek to proactively create long-term 
relationships between our clients and key policy and decision-makers. We continually 
set up one-on-one meetings between City leaders and Congressional Members and 
staff. We create talking points to help showcase City needs and facilitate thought 
leadership opportunities to position City leaders as experts among policymakers. This 
allows us to represent our clients differently and more strategically by not only 
engaging in policy matters but also branding the City of Coconut Creek and its 
competitive advantages. In addition, we set up lobby day fly-ins, draft testimony, create 
collateral materials, provide situational analyses to prepare for meetings, and support 
City officials at advocacy-focused conferences. 
 
2.11 Draft an annual Federal Legislative Agenda to be completed and sent to the City 
by January 15 of each year after significant discussion with staff. 
 
After meeting with the City and reviewing priorities each year, Becker will draft an annual 
Federal Legislative Agenda for submission to the City no later than January 15. The 
agenda will include timelines and key milestones for accountability.  
 
2.12 Report regularly to the City through correspondence, informational bulletins, 
and personal briefings regarding federal legislation, regulatory actions, policy 
developments, funding opportunities, and program direction. 
 
We understand the sensitivities of public sector representation and the importance of 
regular communication and transparency. We will establish ongoing discussions through 
written reports and oral communication including:  
 

a) Written activity reports and updates on pending legislation and City priorities. 
b) General congressional information such as major legislative initiatives, session 

and committee calendars, staff contacts 
c) Informal conversations and meetings on the status of City priorities including 

trends or intelligence that will help City leaders and staff stay up to date on City 
priorities 

d) Video Conference updates on the progress of the City’s state and federal agenda. 
e) D.C. Fly In programming, agenda setting, talking points and other preparation 
f) In-person presentations to City leaders and staff on the status of the state and 

federal Agenda. 
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2.13 Provide a monthly written report of activities performed on behalf of the City, 
including legislative updates, federal funding opportunities identified, and advocacy 
efforts undertaken. 
 
Monthly written activity reports will be provided to ensure clear detailed information on 
the city’s priorities and efforts made to support the city’s agenda. In addition, you can 
count on your team leaders to regularly communicate   through written materials, oral 
interaction, electronic reporting, and one-on-one in-person meetings when possible. The 
information conveyed will be focused, concise, and reflective of its importance to the 
success of your priorities. 

 
2.14 Provide documentation and research materials upon request. 
 
The Becker team routinely provides our clients with “Washington Weekly” newsletters, 
press releases, Congressional testimony, handouts, fly-in leave-behinds, regulatory and 
legislative updates on key issues. Becker will assist the City of Coconut Creek in 
reviewing messaging and collateral materials for announcements, activations, and 
engagements. We benefit from being part of a large law firm where our lobbyists rely 
on Becker’s lawyers for in-depth research and legal considerations of new laws, rules, 
and court decisions. We will also work closely with the City’s team members to develop 
research, data, and analysis, in each priority area, as requested. Examples are provided 
on page 42. 
 
2.15 Provide at least one annual in- person presentation to the City Commission to 
update the Commission on matters concerning the City. 
 
Becker will provide at least one annual in-person presentation to the City Commission. 
The presentation will include a comprehensive overview of relevant federal activities, 
including congressional actions, agency rulemaking, budget and appropriations 
developments, and federal funding opportunities. This is a great opportunity for 
discussion and Q&A among the lobbyists and city leaders. 

 
 

Detailed Workplan 
 
The Becker team differentiates itself from other DC lobbying firms with its local understanding 
of Coconut Creek and the needs of South Florida cities. Our knowledge benefits Coconut Creek 
during all phases of representation but especially at the beginning of each year when the 
lobbying team does a “deep dive” with City staff and officials to uncover needs and opportunities 
for Federal assistance. The Becker team’s other advantage is their decades long experience 
working in Florida government with elected and appointed leaders in local and state roles, who 
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are now members of Florida’s congressional delegation. Lobbying team members are veteran 
Capitol Hill professionals who use their South Florida lived experience to benefit clients. 
 
Becker lobbyists understand the immediate need for quick, visible wins to help the City 
demonstrate success and value. Therefore, we will recommend short- and long-term strategies 
matching your priorities with pending legislation, budget considerations, legislative and agency 
trends, committee and member priorities, and political activities. The plan will include specific 
objectives regarding important meetings with legislative leaders, development, and distribution 
of key messages in support of the City’s priorities, including talking points for Coconut Creek’s 
leaders, creative strategies to communicate the City's priorities through Brand Lobbying and key 
accountability milestones to monitor progress throughout the year. 
 
Project Approach 
Upon hiring, we will quickly meet with City officials to workshop the key issues and discuss the 
political and legislative landscape for 2026 and beyond. We will explore all aspects of the City's 
priorities and may identify additional ideas to strengthen the City’s position. 
 
Using a team approach, we will develop a federal lobbying strategy that includes key goals and 
tactics with milestones throughout the year. Once our plan is set and priorities finalized, we will 
create a legislative agenda and customized workplan with tracking capabilities. Our team's 
success relies on our ability to work cooperatively and benefit from the team's collective 
knowledge and contacts.  
 
An integrated team approach also creates synergies among team members, leading to 
innovative strategies and big ideas. The Becker lobbying team will be available 24/7 to the City. 
That is the philosophy of our lobbying team because the lobbying practice is a 24/7 business. 
Weekends and after-hours are nothing new for our team; we will be working all the time, 
whether at daytime meetings, evening fundraisers, or weekend social events, to gain knowledge, 
offer legislative intelligence, and advocate for the City. 
 
The Becker lobbying team is well-versed in issues impacting cities like Coconut Creek. Becker 
lobbyists are in the Capitol, at the agencies, or working the phones daily to advance federal 
funding and programs affecting the City’s top priorities such as infrastructure, utilities, public 
safety, emergency services, transportation, mobility improvements, environmental and 
regulatory issues, solid waste, recycling, communications and technology. We already know and 
work with the key players on the relevant committees, both members and staff, and we 
understand the federal programs available to meet the City’s needs.  
 
You can count on the Becker lobbying team to provide the following and more legislative 
lobbying advocacy services for Coconut Creek. 
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Summary of Work to be Performed 
As your lobbyists, we will use our knowledge, expertise, ability, and relationships to assist the 
City with short and long-term priorities and lay the groundwork for future goals. Our lobbying 
approach outlined above and below provides a step-by-step strategy with timelines and roles.  
 
Together with City leaders, we will develop an advocacy plan that:  

1. Delineates your priorities;  
2. Recommends strategies for working with federal agencies and congressional supporters;  
3. Provides assignments with timelines and milestones for accountability; 
4. Creates a seamless communications process to be ready to take advantage of 

programmatic and funding opportunities.  
5. Establishes a reporting structure to keep City leaders up to date on top priorities and 

related news. 
 
Overview and Timeline for Developing a Federal Lobbying Strategy 
 

1. Assessment of Opportunities – Within the first 30 days 
a. Meet with the City’s designated team to analyze current federal funding and 

policy priorities and conduct long-term strategic analysis for future requests.  
b. Identify allies in the Administration and Congress  
c. Meet with members of the Congressional Delegation, Congressional leaders, and 

staff to evaluate opportunities and obstacles in each priority area.  
d. Identify and meet with Executive Branch officials to look for funding opportunities 

in priority areas – including federal grants, infrastructure funding, and earmarks. 
 

2. Develop Federal Strategy and Work Plan – Within the first 30 days 
a. Ongoing communication with City officials to develop research, data, analysis, 

stories in each priority area.  
b. Review budget and leadership priorities to assess opportunities in each of the 

City's priority areas.  
c. Monitor administrative rules and regulations to evaluate and advise on the impact 

to the City. 
d. Research legislative history and background of relevant programs to develop 

innovative strategies and tactics for matching programs with priorities.  
e. Finalize tactics for each priority issue. 
f. A written strategy on each program item within 60 days following approval of 

the program by the City. 
 

3. Prepare Briefing and Other Materials in Each Priority Area – Within the first 30 days 
a. Work with the City to research, prepare and finalize materials in each priority area. 
b. Develop talking points and background materials.  
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c. Develop “leave-behind” materials for Members and staff to reinforce the City’s 
critical messages after calls and meetings.  

 
4. Outreach – Within the first 45 days and ongoing 

a. Meet with key members of the Florida delegation to introduce the legislative 
priorities.  

b. Share legislative agenda with relevant Federal agencies, industry groups, and 
influencers.  

c. Incorporate influencer input where appropriate to prepare for meetings between 
City representatives and federal leaders.  

d. Attend committee hearings, issue briefings, and strategy sessions of interest to 
the City. 

e. Draft letters to send to congressional members regarding City priorities. 
 

5. Advocate for Established Priorities – Ongoing 
a. Present specific requests to the Congressional Delegation to help advance the 

City’s agenda with influential members of the U.S. House and Senate with 
legislative jurisdiction.  

b. Identify grant opportunities, review applications, provide technical assistance and 
strategy to enhance the likelihood of success.  

c. Use creative, innovative approaches to secure funding.  
d. Secure letters of support from allies.  
e. Draft legislative language, develop position papers, provide research and data as 

needed to support federal priorities. 
f. Review policy statements and coordinate where appropriate with allied 

associations (e.g. National League of Cities) to build coalitions supporting the 
City’s agenda. 

 
6. Establish positive relationships with decision-

makers and create support in Congress and 
Administration for priority issues. – Ongoing 

a. Establish regular communication and 
visibility for City leaders through meetings, 
thought leadership, and site visits targeting 
key leaders and influencers.  

b. Identify public policy issues for the City to 
demonstrate thought leadership (e.g., published articles, speaking opportunities) 
in media, industry groups, or with agency and congressional leaders.  

c. Coordinate site visits and accompany congressional members and staff to 
demonstrate the City’s leadership or highlight needs in priority areas.  

d. Identify opportunities and draft Congressional testimony for City leadership.  
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e. Arrange meetings for City representatives with Members of Congress, their 
appropriations staff, and White House/Administration/Agency officials.  

f. Provide 24/7/365 support for City priorities. 
g. Develop meaningful agendas, talking points, and briefing materials. The picture 

above illustrates a typical meeting with Rep. Debbie Wasserman-Schultz, a 
member of the House Appropriations Committee. 

h. Monitor and impact legislation and regulations affecting the City.  
i. Establish and maintain regular interaction and assist the City in establishing long-

term relationships with influencers, industry groups, and decision-makers.  
 

7. Regular Communication with the City – Ongoing 
a. Create a calendar of issues and events during the Congressional Session and 

Committee meeting process. 
b. Written monthly activity reports on pending legislation and City priorities.  
c. Memo-style written reports detailing action taken during the month, status of 

issues, and anticipated activity during the upcoming month. 
d. Meetings and/or conference calls to update City staff on contacts and advocacy 

efforts and develop appropriate strategies. 
e. Regular, informal conversations and meetings on priorities, including any trends 

or intelligence that will help City leaders and staff stay updated on priorities. In 
person or video conference updates on the progress of the Federal agenda.  

f. In-person presentations to City leaders and staff on status of Federal Agenda.  
g. A final comprehensive report on specific legislation or policies affecting the City. 

 
Provide resume and fact sheet for firm indicating how it meets the Minimum Qualifications 
requirements 
 
Becker has a minimum of five (5) years of experience providing federal lobbying and funding 
advocacy services and is registered as a Florida business. Becker’s Washington DC lobbying 
team celebrates its 15th year in 2026. We strictly adhere to all federal lobbying registration and 
reporting requirements, ensuring full compliance and transparency. 
 
Becker is prepared to submit, upon the City’s request and within seven (7) calendar days of such 
request, additional documentation demonstrating the Firm’s qualifications, including financial 
data, previous experience, and/or evidence of legal qualifications to perform the work. 
 
Our firm’s background, organizational structure, qualifications, and experience are outlined 
below. 
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The proposal should give a description of the firm, including the size, range of activities, 
etcetera. Particular emphasis should be given as to how the firm-wide experience and 
expertise in this type of project will be brought to bear on the proposed project. The proposal 
must also identify the contact person and telephone number. 
 
Becker’s Background 
Becker & Poliakoff, a multi-state law and lobbying firm, (Becker) has been in business since 1973 
when partners Alan Becker and Gary Poliakoff joined forces. Their work on behalf of tenants 
launched the firm’s original focus on condominium law. Today, the firm includes 170 lawyers, 
lobbyists, and professional staff in 20 offices across Florida, Washington, D.C., New Jersey, New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Milan, Italy. Becker’s Washington, D.C.-based federal lobbying practice 
began in 2011 by Capitol Hill veterans Clarence Williams and Omar Franco. Both Clarence and 
Omar served as Chiefs of Staff in the US House of Representatives to Florida Members. Omar 
served as Chief to Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL), who plays a vital role for our local government 
clients as Vice Chair of the House Committee on Appropriations and Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on National Security, Department of State and Related Programs.  
 
Government Law and Lobbying has been a core practice area 
within the firm for more than thirty years. For each of our 
clients, our goal is to assist with the coordination, 
development, and ultimately, the success of its legislative 
program by providing the highest quality, professional, and 
experienced lobbying services. Our close working relationships 
with legislative and executive branch leaders, along with our extensive network of contacts and 
deep knowledge of your priority issues, will allow us to provide the City with highly specialized, 
integrated, comprehensive lobbying representation. 
 
Becker employs 366 people, including 170 attorneys and lobbyists. The remainder are 
administrative and support staff. Becker has three South Florida offices, and 138 employees are 
based in Broward County. 
 
Becker’s Organizational Structure 
Becker is led by President and CEO Gary C. Rosen. He is a longtime firm shareholder and 
practicing attorney. An eight-member Management Committee and professional staff support 
him. The Firm’s Management Committee sets the strategic direction and oversees the 
management and operation of the firm along with professional staff. Management also sets the 
tone for the firm’s culture of collaboration and innovation which places a premium on training 
and career growth for our younger attorneys and quality of life balance for all employees. 
 
The firm is organized by practice areas including Government Law & Lobbying; Business 
Litigation; Community Association; Construction Law & Litigation; Corporate; Public, Private 

Becker provides 
unparalleled advocacy 
across local, state, and 

federal government levels. 
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Partnerships (P3); Real Estate; and International Law. Each office includes an administrative 
leader and office manager. 
 
Becker’s Qualifications and Experience 
Becker’s federal lobbying team includes an experienced, bipartisan, bicameral, diverse 
powerhouse team of former congressional staff and executive branch political appointees, along 
with former in-house corporate lobbyists. They use their collective knowledge of local, state, 
and federal government programs to represent dozens of cities, counties, universities, trade 
groups, private businesses, transportation authorities, law enforcement, and others, in Congress 
and with the Executive agencies. We represent over a dozen cities, counties, and other local 
government agencies. Municipal clients include Davie, Tamarac, North Miami, Lauderhill, and 
Cape Coral in Florida and Virginia Beach, Virginia. County clients include Hennepin County in 
Minnesota, Palm Beach, Collier, Sarasota, Broward County Sheriff, and Okeechobee counties in 
Florida, as well as Loudoun and Mecklenburg counties in Virginia. 
 
We pride ourselves on providing highly customized, 
personal attention to clients, offering creativity and 
resourcefulness in accomplishing clients’ goals, and 
demonstrating a significant return on investment 
(“ROI”) in federal dollars. We appreciate our many 
long-term clients that renew year after year in 
recognition of our hard work, and successful track 
record. Examples include Palm Beach County since 2011, Sarasota County since 2014, Collier 
County since 2015, Cape Coral since 2007, and Davie since 2000. 
 
As former Hill staffers, the Becker team understands the importance of maintaining solid 
working relationships with Congressional Members, office and committee staff, as well as 
Agency officials. The Becker team has close working relationships with all Members of the 
Florida delegation, especially the Broward County delegation. We also bring strong working 
relationships with key players at the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, and Federal Transit Administration. 
Members of the lobbying team use various partnerships, memberships and sponsorships to get 
to know and stay connected to decisionmakers and influencers in Congress and the Trump 
Administration. As an example: co-lead lobbyist Omar Franco is a visible, high-profile Hispanic 
lobbyist connecting him to Hispanic Members of Congress from around the country, staff and 
key members of the Trump Administration. Omar currently serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Congressional Hispanic Leadership Institute (CHLI) and previously served on the Board of 
Directors of the Hispanic Lobbyist Association (HLA). He is the federal lobbyist for the Latino 
Coalition. These positions have helped create relationships with Hispanic decisionmakers in 
Congress, the Administration and Executive Agencies such as the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration and the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

There is no better proof of our 
team's effectiveness and success 
for local governments than the 

longevity of our many multi-year 
public sector lobbying clients. 
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Becker’s Point of Contact and Team Resumes 
Omar Franco and Amanda Wood will lead the team and be your primary points of contact. 
 

• Omar Franco, ofranco@beckerlawyers.com; (202) 621-7122 
• Amanda Wood, awood@beckerlawyers.com; (202) 207-6863 

 

 
 
Omar Franco serves as Chair of the Firm’s Government Law & Lobbying Practice. He represents 
a wide variety of clients including Fortune 500 companies, small businesses, higher education 
institutions, trade associations, non-profit organizations, and municipal governments. A 
recognized leader in the field, Franco was named the 2025 Top Lobbyist of the Year by the 
Hispanic Lobbyists Association. He has also been honored as a “Top Lobbyist” by the National 
Institute for Lobbying & Ethics (NILE) in 2024 and 2020 and has been featured on The Hill’s 
annual “Hired Gun” list of Top Lobbyists every year since 2018. 
 
Mr. Franco works with Hispanic organizations that promote diversity and provide a voice for 
Hispanics in Washington and throughout the country. He is the federal lobbyist for the Latino 
Coalition and is considered one of the most effective Hispanic federal lobbyists. He serves on 
the National Hispanic Advisory Council, providing input to the President and Executive branch 
on essential issues to the Hispanic community. 
 
 
Previously, Omar served as Chief of Staff for Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL). 
Congressman Diaz-Balart currently serves as Vice Chair of the House Committee on 
Appropriations, Chairman of the National Security, Department of State and Related Programs 
Subcommittee, and is a member on the Defense Subcommittee. As his Chief of Staff, Omar 
managed the Congressman's Washington D.C., and district operations. He closely counseled the 
Congressman in his areas of expertise, including federal appropriations, health care, 
transportation, higher education, and issues dealing with Hispanics. During his tenure, Omar was 
granted Top Secret security clearance by the U.S. Department of Defense and assisted in 
founding the Congressional Hispanic Conference and the Congressional Hispanic Leadership 
Institute. Omar maintains an active presence and is highly visible on Capitol Hill through the 
Chiefs of Staff alumni group and similar organizations. 

mailto:ofranco@beckerlawyers.com
mailto:awood@beckerlawyers.com
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He returned to lobbying in 2009 and founded Franco Government Relations in 2010. He 
represented the Miccosukee Tribe of Florida, Florida Gulf Coast University, and the Town of 
Miami Lakes and continues representing the municipalities of Hialeah, North Bay Village, and 
Hialeah Gardens. In 2011, he founded the Washington, DC office for Becker and built a federal 
lobbying practice for the law and lobbying firm. 
 
Education & Training 

• Florida State University, B.A., English/Business, 1988  
• Lobbying Certificate Program (LCP), Association of Government Relations Professionals 

 
Examples of Client Accomplishments   
 City of Hialeah, FL – Worked with Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart's office and secured $5 million 

for the sewer line revitalization project in the Transportation-HUD Appropriations bill. 
Omar also worked with the City to secure $2,589,680 to replace 50 marked vehicles in 
the aging police fleet, as well as the technology equipment inside these vehicles. 

 City of Miami, FL – Worked with Rep. Maria Elvira Salazar's (R-FL) office to secure 
funding for two flood mitigation projects in the most adversely affected areas of the city. 
The 8th Street Neighborhood Flood Mitigation Project and the Jose Marti Park Flood 
Mitigation project received $4,000,000 in the Transportation-HUD Appropriations bill 
under the Economic Development Initiative Account. The Little Havana community's 8th 
Street and the Jose Marti Park Flood Improvement projects will address the significant 
flooding during king-tides, rain events, and effects of the sea-level rise. 

 Also, for the City of Miami, FL – Omar secured over $9,000,000 in FY24. $3,500,000 for 
the Flagler Affordable Senior Housing project that will develop a newly constructed 
affordable housing building for the elderly; $2,853,787 for the Allapattah Community 
Action Elderly Center Renovations project; $1,700,641 for the Allapattah Child Care 
Center Renovations project; and $1,000,000 for drainage improvements, wider 
roadways, and new and safer sidewalks and crosswalks. 

 Palm Beach County – Omar worked with Congressman Jared Moskowitz to secure 
$959,757 for an Advanced Water Purification Facility and $500,000 for the revitalization 
and expansion of bus shelters to enhance the safety and experience of the 28,000 daily 
passengers who utilize public transit in Palm Beach County. $2,250,000 was also 
secured in the Transportation-HUD Appropriations bill for a Workforce Affordable 
Housing Development. 

 Town of Davie - Identified numerous funding opportunities through federal agencies and 
various grant programs. We have reviewed past grant applications and identified some 
needed improvements. We coordinate technical assistance training for Town staff to 
learn how to be more successful in applying for grants, including COPS grants for police 
funding, SCBA grants for fire protection, and Economic Development Agency (EDA) 
grants. Recently, we have helped the Town secure $959,757 for the New River Estates 
Drainage and $800,000 for body-worn cameras. 

 Miami Lakes, FL – Secured $570,000 Transportation-Housing and Urban Development 
(THUD) funding for vehicle procurement of two hybrid electric vehicles to provide 
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trolleybus service. Omar and other team members worked with Congressman Mario 
Diaz-Balart's office to secure $570,000 in the Transportation-HUD bill for vehicle 
procurement of two hybrid electric vehicles to provide this trolleybus service. 

 City of Coral Gables – Worked with Rep. María Elvira Salazar and secured $2,500,000 
in the Transportation-HUD Appropriations bill for a Mobility Hub to create a one-stop-
shop for additional local transportation options. 

 Chiles Group – Secured $2,500,000 to support large-scale estuary habitat restoration 
and resilience projects in Southwest Florida. This project improved estuary water quality 
reduced the toxicity and persistence of harmful algal blooms, enhanced estuary 
resilience to climate-related factors, stabilized sediment and improved shoreline 
protection quality, mitigated estuary habitat loss, increased ecological productivity and 
biodiversity; and stimulated new commercial and recreational opportunities in local 
communities. Omar worked with Congressman Vern Buchanan to secure this victory. 

 Sea & Shoreline – Worked with Sea & Shoreline on the King’s Bay Restoration Project in 
Crystal River. This project removed over 92-acres of Lyngbya and detrital material that 
had accumulated within residential canals. Healthy seagrass known as Vallisneria 
Americana has now spread to over 400 acres of the bay and the water quality has shown 
steady improvement 

 Florida Gulf Coast University – FGCU was looking to monitor groundwater and 
understand its role in surface water quality in the Estero Bay Watershed. By identifying 
the amount of groundwater replenishing the rivers, lakes, ponds, and estuaries, as well 
as the nutrients and pollutants it carries, FGCU can develop effective strategies to 
manage this vital resource and protect waterways. Omar and the Becker team 
successfully worked with Rep. Byron Donalds to secure $750,000 for this project. 

 North Bay Village, FL – For 42 years, wastewater from North Bay Village was pumped 
through the same pipe traveling more than two miles to Miami Beach to be processed. 
Working closely with then-Senator Bill Nelson and Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz's 
office, we resubmitted the appropriations request. After several years of work, North Bay 
Village was notified that it received $4,655,012 to completely rehabilitate the existing 
12,000 feet of 12-inch force main crossing the Biscayne Bay. 

 City of South Miami – Secured $1,750,000 for the City to convert homes from septic to 
sewer service and improve water quality. 

 Bay Harbor Islands – Worked with FAA to transition Next Generation system flight 
paths for cities facing significant new noise levels. 

 Falcon TrustAir, an FBO operating out of Kendall-Tamiami Airport - Omar successfully 
lobbied for Runway 9R/27 extension at Kendall-Tamiami Executive Airport. The runway 
was extended 550 feet at the east (27L) end and 1,798 feet at the west (9R) end. The 
increase in runway length allows aircrafts to increase their fuel and/or cargo load and 
arrive at destinations and markets that are currently unattainable without first having to 
land and refuel at other airports. This improvement gives pilots greater flexibility in 
meeting their stage length and payload requirements and allows for accommodating 
nearly 100 percent of midsize jet aircraft under wet runway conditions. 

 Eastern Shipbuilding Group – $579 million was included in the Homeland Security 
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Appropriations for the Coast Guard's Offshore Patrol Cutter program, an increase of $36 
million over last year's funding. 

 Small Business Development Centers – Secured $140,000,000 for SBDC to provide 
counseling and training to small businesses 

 St. Augustine Distillery – Omar successfully lobbied to reduce the excise tax 
permanently for craft distillers on behalf of St. Augustine Distillery. 
 

 
 
Amanda Wood has extensive knowledge and relationships on Capitol Hill and the 
Administration. She began lobbying in 2005 after serving on the staff of former Florida Senator 
Bob Graham for eight years and as his last Senate Legislative Director. 
 
Ms. Wood's experience working on Capitol Hill and representing local governments offers 
clients expertise on federal issues related to transportation, economic development, natural 
resources, disaster preparedness and recovery, water resources, science, technology, NASA, law 
enforcement, and social services. She has developed a specialty in securing grant funding 
through the agencies for her local government clients and accessing criminal justice equipment 
and law enforcement training funds through programs run by Departments of Justice, Homeland 
Security, and others. She has also had great success representing long-time client, 
SoundThinking (formerly “ShotSpotter”), a technology that local governments use to detect 
gunshot locations. In 2021, Amanda was named a "Top Lobbyist" by the National Institute of 
Lobbying & Ethics (NILE). 
Ms. Wood specializes in local government representation, serving as the lead lobbyist for 
Hennepin County, Minnesota, Sarasota, and Collier counties in Florida, plus cities Cape Coral, 
FL, Davie, FL, and private clients SoundThinking and AB Energy, among others.  
 
Ms. Wood develops and executes federal government relations strategies and guides clients 
through the federal funding process, including the House and Senate's budget and 
appropriations committees and federal grant opportunities. She has succeeded through 
strategic, direct communication with her clients and federal decisionmakers and a 
comprehensive approach to researching community-specific federal funding opportunities. 
Amanda takes pride in helping clients communicate effectively with federal officials, identifying 
and securing appropriations and grant funding that fulfills local needs. 
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She has successfully secured federal funding through congressional appropriations and agency 
grant awards. She enjoys working with clients to help them understand Federal opportunities, 
develop proactive strategies to secure funding, expedite federal approvals, and remove 
roadblocks. She regularly updates her clients regarding congressional activities and the political 
impacts of their policy priorities. 
 
Education & Training 

• Georgetown University, B.S., Walsh School of Foreign Service 1998 
 
Examples of Client Accomplishments   
 Secured a $13 million US Department of Transportation (USDOT) TIGER Grant for 

transportation infrastructure for Collier County. The highly competitive grant was won on a 
re-application following a high-level debrief with USDOT and outreach from the entire 
delegation, including then-House Transportation Appropriations Committee Chairman Mario 
Diaz-Balart (R-FL). The Becker team worked closely with USDOT's Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs to achieve this significant win for Collier County. 

 Secured $9+ million for Collier County to purchase new buses and rehabilitate its existing 
operations and maintenance building. We helped the County design a well-aligned project 
with both the grant requirements and our knowledge of FTA's priorities and interests. We 
also engaged their Congressional delegation to weigh in with support, arming them with 
draft letters of support and talking points for outreach to USDOT leadership. Notably, we 
leveraged the support of House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee Ranking 
Member Mario Diaz-Balart.  

 Sarasota County received a $105 million low-interest loan to upgrade and expand a water 
reclamation plan through the US EPA Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act. The 
funds will pay for half of the County's planned enhancements to the Bee Ridge Water 
Reclamation Facility to meet national requirements by 2025 to make water safer and expand 
the treatment capacity to 18 million gallons per day. The County will realize long-term 
savings in millions of dollars. 

 Worked with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to reach a favorable 
determination on appeals of FEMA's de‐obligation of disaster recovery expenditures related 
to the hurricanes from over a decade ago for clients including Collier County, the City of Cape 
Coral, and the Town of Davie. 

 Assisted the City of Cape Coral in securing funding through the Paul Coverdell forensic 
science grant, which resulted in the award of $93,796 in competitive U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) funds to the Cape Coral Police Department. 

 Secured $2.4 million under the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) SAFER grant 
program for fire service staffing in the Town of Davie and $462,673 through the Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant for the Town for new self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) and 
an air compressor cascade system for frontline fire engines and rescue units. 
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 Guided and advised public safety innovator SoundThinking (formerly “ShotSpotter”) and 
its local government clients in securing over $10 million in federal funding to protect their 
communities through Gunshot Detection System coverage.  

 Secured support for tax-exempt status of municipal bonds and successfully eliminated 
language in the final tax package that would have impacted bonding to construct 
professional sports stadiums creating significant savings for local governments. 

 

 
 
Sadie Haire is a Government Relations Consultant in Becker’s Federal Lobbying Practice. A 9th-
generation native Floridian from Madison County, Ms. Haire proudly worked in the Florida House 
of Representatives within the Clerk’s Office and as State Representative Jason Fischer’s District 
Aide in Jacksonville, and State Representative Jason Shoaf’s District Aide throughout North 
Florida, leading public relations efforts for state government events and fundraisers and 
managing all constituent services. Sadie has been with Becker since 2022. 
  
As a Regional Director for the Republican Party of Florida, she oversaw St. Johns, Clay, Flagler, 
Volusia, Duval, and Nassau Counties. In this role, she met with local officials and community 
members, led grassroots efforts, and assisted Governor Ron DeSantis’ gubernatorial campaign, 
Congressman Rutherford’s re-election and Governor Rick Scott's successful United States 
Senate campaign. 
  
As a Native American descendant, Ms. Haire specializes in Tribal issues, as well as Grant 
Research, Rural Communities, Transportation Infrastructure, Public Safety Advocacy, 
Community Resiliency, Crypto, Municipal Funding, and Water and Energy issues. 
 
Education & Training  

• Florida State University, B.A. 
 
Examples of Client Accomplishments 
 Secured letters of support from Senator Rubio for the Florida Rural Economic 

Development Association’s (FREDA) grant requests for the Manufacturing a Stronger 
Rural Florida initiative. The Becker team worked closely with FREDA to align their 
proposals with federal priorities and gain critical Congressional backing. 
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 Secured a $325,000 FY24 earmark for Street Smarts Virtual Reality (SSVR) to fund 
VR training systems. The project supports law enforcement by providing hardware and 
software for immersive scenario-based training. 

 Secured a $735,000 FY24 earmark for SoundThinking (formerly ShotSpotter) to 
implement gunshot detection systems, advancing public safety initiatives in targeted 
jurisdictions. 

 
Becker’s Relevant Experience 
 
There is no learning curve for our team when it comes to representing local governments like the City 
of Coconut Creek. We bring extensive experience delivering results across your priority areas. 
 

Infrastructure and Utilities 
The Becker team has successfully secured federal funds for various infrastructure 
projects through DOT, DHS, DOC, and other Federal agencies. Like many cities, we 
understand Coconut Creek needs funding to serve its growing population. We are 

adept at identifying potential funding sources for local infrastructure projects such as 
neighborhood revitalization, stormwater and sewer improvements, waste management, clean 
water, road improvements including emergency evacuation routes, ingress and egress, 
communications systems, and other public works projects. We work hard to match your needs 
with the priorities of federal programs, and we will work with City staff to request appropriations 
funding, identify grant funding, build political coalitions, and create compelling narratives to 
support your needs and secure federal dollars. 

 
Becker Client Successes: 
 The City of Hialeah identified several roadways that needed infrastructural 

improvements. The improvements consisted of storm water mitigation through the 
installation of curbs and gutters, a complete reconstruction of the identified roadways, 
installation of sidewalks, and energy efficient LED street lighting. Through THUD, the 
Becker team secured $3,000,000 for the Roadway Revitalization and $5,000,000 for 
Phase II of the Sewer Line Revitalization. 

 For Collier County, the team helped achieve $9+ million to purchase new buses and 
rehabilitate its existing operations and maintenance building. We proactively helped 
Collier officials design a project aligned with the grant requirements and our knowledge 
of FTA’s priorities. Collier County also secured millions for transportation infrastructure 
to support improvements to two critical interchanges on I-75 at Everglades Boulevard 
and Collier Boulevard/S.R. 84. These improvements were critically needed to provide 
access to safe evacuations from storms and fires as significant growth continues in Collier 
County.  

 For the City of Miami, Becker worked with Rep. Maria Elvira Salazar's (R-FL) office to 
secure funding for two flood mitigation projects in the most adversely affected areas of 
the city. The 8th Street Neighborhood Flood Mitigation Project and the Jose Marti Park 
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Flood Mitigation project received $4,000,000 in the Transportation-HUD Appropriations 
bill under the Economic Development Initiative Account. The Little Havana community's 
8th Street and the Jose Marti Park Flood Improvement projects will address the 
significant flooding during king-tides, rain events, and effects of the sea-level rise. The 
City of Miami also received $1,000,000 for drainage improvements, wider roadways, 
and new and safer sidewalks and crosswalks. 

 For Palm Beach County, Becker submitted more than $5 million in infrastructure 
improvement projects for FY26. These projects include $2,000,000 for the expansion of 
Runway 14–32 at the North County General Aviation Airport; $1,500,000 for the 
restoration of Peanut Island; $1,000,000 for the safety rehabilitation of Palm Beach 
Lakes Boulevard Bridge; and $850,000 for improvements at Burt Aaronson South 
County Regional Park. 

 
Public Safety and Emergency Services 
Municipalities depend on critical federal investments in public safety, police, and 
fire services through various federal programs such as the Assistance to 
Firefighters Grants, Fire Prevention & Safety, and the Staffing for Adequate Fire and 

Emergency Response programs. This funding is for critically needed resources to equip and train 
emergency personnel to meet recognized standards, increase staffing and training, enhance 
operations efficiencies, foster interoperability, and support community resilience. The Becker 
team works regularly with the Department of Justice, Homeland Security and other agencies to 
secure grant funding for public safety, emergency equipment and training while advocating for 
increased funding levels for these programs.  
 
Becker Client Successes:  
 SoundThinking is a gunshot detection technology that helps protect communities 

through coverage of gunshot detection systems. The Becker team has secured over $10 
million in Department of Justice and Homeland Security funding for police training, safety 
equipment, and funding for cities, counties, and regional programs to use this technology.  

 For the Town of Davie, we have leveraged numerous 
funding opportunities through federal agencies and grant 
programs such as COPS grants for police funding, SCBA 
grants for fire protection, and Economic Development 
Agency (EDA) grants. We also helped secure $800,000 for 
body-worn cameras. 

 Becker worked with Rep. John Rutherford and the City of 
Jacksonville to request $4,200,000 to purchase and outfit marked patrol vehicles. This 
funding will help reduce crime by improving patrol coverage, keeping more units on the 
street, and reducing response times 
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 The Becker team lobbied for our client iHeartRadio on 
the AM Radio Bill. This bill requires the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) to issue a rule that requires all 
new passenger motor vehicles to have devices that can 
access AM broadcast stations installed as standard 
equipment for emergencies. Pictured on the right is a 
one pager for our client, The National Association of 
Broadcasters (NAB), distributed on AM Radio and its 
vital importance to ensure public safety. Becker 
continues to work with both clients as momentum 
grows in Congress for this essential legislation. 

 For the Broward County Sheriff’s Office (BSO), we 
secured $525,000 for the digital forensics unit expansion on enhanced human trafficking 
intelligence and $963,000 for the Real Time Crime Center (RTCC). The Becker team also 
assisted Broward County Sheriff’s Office (BSO) secure $563,000 for a mental health 
diversion project. This program will increase supervision of pretrial defendants in the 
community in partnership with law enforcement and outside agencies, ensuring that 
mandated conditions and court ordered special requirements are satisfied. 

 We have had tremendous success obtaining funding for the City of Virginia Beach. The 
Becker team has successfully secured: 

o $1,482,900 for IT Modernization of the Emergency Operations Center and 
$1,500,000 for the Law Enforcement Training Facilities. 

o $3,000,000 for the Joint Operations Center. The funding will be used to construct 
an approximately 30,000 square foot, Critical Operations Facility to house staff 
and support personnel during normal daily operations and during natural 
disasters in an event's preparation, monitoring, and recovery stages. The City also 
received $693,000 for the Police Department’s Creeds Training Facility. This 
funding will support a separate, new “simunition” training structure, complete 
with a classroom and defensive tactics training mat room, allowing for expanding 
advanced training evolutions and preventing the overuse and deterioration of 
existing structures.  

 The City of Hialeah sought to replace 50 marked vehicles 
in the aging police fleet and the technology equipment 
inside these vehicles. The Becker team worked with Rep. 
Mario Diaz Balart, pictured on the right, to secure 
$2,589,680 million for modern, state-of-the-art police 
vehicles.  

 The City of Lauderhill received $963,000 for the Police 
Department Comprehensive Domestic Violence Approach 
Project. This project will support technology and staffing to improve responses and work 
to drive down domestic violence occurrences in Lauderhill.  
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 For Cape Coral, the Becker team helped to secure nearly $100,000 from the Paul 
Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grants Program for Cape Coral police 
department technology upgrades and certifications from the U.S. Department of Justice 
working with the local congressional delegation.  

 
 Transportation and Mobility Improvements 
The Becker team has devoted considerable time and garnered much success 
working with the US Department of Transportation from buses and first/last mile 
solutions, highways, and right-of-way funding to infrastructure investments at 

airports, ports, and intermodal transportation. Becker lobbyist Anthony Bedell has extensive 
expertise and contacts from his years working at the highest levels of USDOT. We can assist 
the City with meeting and exceeding its funding goals for projects to facilitate investments in 
enhanced transportation, infrastructure, and economic development.  
 
Our connections at the highest levels in Congress and USDOT can help the City find innovative, 
little-known funding streams and create partnerships to assist with the City’s transportation 
needs. Specifically, we have successfully supported legislative initiatives to increase local 
government access to cost-effective funding, government-backed low-interest loans, and 
private capital for priorities including transportation, roads, bridges, trails, and 
water/wastewater/sewer infrastructure. Additionally, we have effectively secured funding for 
municipal clients with numerous road/highway/transportation infrastructure projects through 
the bipartisan infrastructure bill. IIJA continues to provide significant funding for bridges, 
highways, surface streets, pedestrian safety, rail crossings, safe streets, SMART cities, mass 
transit and other related projects. As noted below, we helped our clients gear up quickly and 
politically to apply for and secure funding.  
 
Federal investments in transportation infrastructure can be game changers. Becker’s strategy of 
elevating our client’s priorities to the right high-level decision-maker and using compelling 
demographic and economic data to demonstrate need has been vital to our success. Coalition 
building is a proven strategy for success. We have built and led regional coalitions of lawmakers 
to show regional economic impact and secure broad political support. 
 
Becker Client Successes 
 Becker helped the City of Jacksonville secure a $1,250,000 grant from the Build America 

Bureau, a division of the U.S. Department of Transportation. This funding will support 
management of the LaVilla Transit Innovation and Equity Project, an effort to revitalize 
key transportation assets by transforming existing facilities into a cohesive, 
multifunctional transit hub in downtown Jacksonville.  

 Collier County's primary focus has been on transportation infrastructure funding, water 
quality and water infrastructure, disaster funding, beach erosion, shore renourishment, 
FEMA reimbursements, and national flood insurance program stabilization. Collier has 
achieved significant funding and legislative success, including $13 million in USDOT 
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TIGER Grant funding for transportation infrastructure for Collier County. Collier County 
also secured a $500,000 FTA Innovation Grant to become a test site for NTT Data's 
Transit Data Twin and Simulator project under the Enhancing Mobility Innovation (EMI) 
program. The funding will create a digital modeling “twin” of Collier Area Transit’s real-
world operations. The simulator will provide advanced predictive modeling to assist CAT 
in implementing real changes to its transit systems. 

 For the City of Alexandria, the Becker assisted in securing nearly $24 million in funding 
for the Low-No Grant Program as part of DASH's transition to a 100% zero- emissions 
fleet. We also secured $1,000,000 for the City to establish the Smart Mobility Lab (SML) 
and invest in initial research and technology development where gaps exist to attract 
and leverage industry engagement. Some smart mobility technologies that may be 
deployed in the SML include: a data exchange system for integrating data from various 
systems deployed in the SML while providing security and appropriate access for 
research and development opportunities; smart intersection solutions that identify 
conflicts and improve vulnerable road users’ safety; adaptive lighting on roadways that 
adjust with changing weather conditions and traffic; implementation of customizable 
features (like real-time red light patterns changes) to accommodate traffic flow; and the 
analysis and creation of mobility hubs to connect multiple modes of transportation and 
make commuting easier. 

 For Broward’s Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO), Becker’s Federal 
Lobbying team secured over $15 million in 
federal funding to upgrade safety at rail 
crossings on the busy Florida East Coast 
Railway line throughout Broward County. The 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) grant 
was awarded to the MPO as part of President 
Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to help reduce train-vehicle collisions and blocked 
rail crossings across the country.  

 The City of Coral Gables secured $2,500,000 to construct a downtown Mobility Hub. 
The Hub will be a state-of-the-art parking structure and transit hub with hundreds of 
new parking spaces, including 73 EV charging stations, and a regional transportation 
stop for local bus and trolley services. It will also have an activated rooftop with open 
and closed air spaces for public use and congregation, including landscaped areas, and 
an air-conditioned venue space. 

 
Environmental and Regulatory Issues 
The Becker team recognizes and supports your goals to improve environmental 
impact, save money, create sustainable and resilient systems to combat heat and 
flooding, and promote carbon reduction, recycling, and energy efficiency-related 

programs. We have policymaking and regulatory rulemaking experience on behalf of local 
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government clients dealing with the impact of regulations from the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the Army Corps. 
 
Becker Client Successes:  
 For Collier County and Cape Coral (two leaders in environmental sustainability), we 

have secured funding for flood mitigation, storm preparation, and capacity building. 
 For The Chiles Group, the Becker team secured $2,500,000 to support large-scale 

estuary habitat restoration and resilience projects in Southwest Florida. This project will 
improve estuary water quality, reduce the toxicity and persistence of harmful algal 
blooms, enhance estuary resilience to climate-related factors, stabilize sediment and 
improve shoreline protection qualities, mitigate estuary habitat loss, increase ecological 
productivity and biodiversity; and stimulate new commercial and recreational 
opportunities in local communities. The team worked with Congressman Vern Buchanan 
to secure this victory. 

 For Palm Beach County, Omar Franco has been at the forefront of Everglades restoration 
funding and environmental mitigation strategies to protect Florida's beaches and 
waterways. Omar is helping lead a coalition of 16 counties around Lake Okeechobee, 
working with influential Congressional staff and lawmakers. 

 For the Virginia Port Authority, we secured a New Start for the critically important 
Norfolk Harbor and Channels (Deepening and Widening) project - despite signals 
that they might underfund the project - the Corps set aside FULL funding for the project 
at $83.7 million.  

 For the City of Virginia Beach, we secured $2.56 million for Lynnhaven Inlet and $1.5 
million for the Comprehensive Coastal Storm Risk Management Study (also known as the 
3x3x3 Study) under FY 2022 Investigations. 

 The Becker team worked with our client, Sea & 
Shoreline, on the King’s Bay Restoration Project in 
Crystal River. This project removed over 92-acres of 
Lyngbya and detrital material that had accumulated 
within residential canals. This was replaced with a 
healthy seagrass known as Vallisneria Americana. 
The newly planted seagrass has now spread to over 400 acres of the bay and the water 
quality has shown steady improvement. The picture on the right shows Crystal River 
before and after the restoration. 
 

Solid Waste and Recycling 
Becker’s lobbying team has handled numerous projects related to solid waste, 
recycling, water, and wastewater on behalf of our municipal clients. We have also 
collaborated closely with partner organizations such as the National League of Cities 

and the National Association of Counties on matters including the classification of solid waste 
fees and statewide recycling targets. 
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Becker Client Successes:  
 The Becker team represents Reworld, a leading sustainable waste management 

company focused on reducing landfill reliance. We collaborated with Reworld and the 
Solid Waste Authority of Palm Beach County to send letters to Representative Mast 
addressing EPA MACT standards and the potential impact of a new agency proposal on 
waste-to-energy facilities in Palm Beach. A copy of the letter is provided below. 

 

       
 

Communications and Technology  
Internet access and affordability are critical to economic viability. The Becker team 
works with municipalities and private sector companies to help build high-quality 
broadband infrastructure that supports investments in urban, suburban, and rural 

areas. We understand that the lack of high-speed broadband services in some areas continues 
to be a challenge affecting millions of Americans' lives and future education and economic 
development opportunities. With that in mind, we are proud of the work our firm and our D.C. 
Office Director Omar Franco has done with our client, the Florida Rural Economic Development 
Association (FREDA) – a consortium of rural counties promoting and advancing public and 
private economic development. We have led efforts with various federal agencies to better direct 
resources to communities deploying critical broadband services. 
 
To create more economic development opportunities, we have worked to remove inequities 
faced by developing communities from programs such as the Federal Communications 
Commission’s (FCC) Broadband Data Collection program and the National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration’s (NTIA) Broadband Grant Program.  
 
Becker Client Successes 
 For Hennepin County, the federal lobbying team mobilized support from the Minnesota 

Congressional Delegation and helped the County comment on US Treasury Department 
rules, providing greater flexibility for broadband grants.  
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 On behalf of FREDA, Becker has worked on a project for the NTIA that will address and 
mitigate inequalities and help alleviate the disparities from insufficient access to high-
speed internet in rural communities. The goal is to create opportunities and accessible 
local broadband infrastructure initiatives to enrich the quality of life for residents and 
retain population growth that will last decades. In turn, this will generate revenue and 
desired outcomes while creating and continuing a mutually beneficial relationship with 
local partners. 

 For our client Tantalus, the Becker team helped guarantee $248,000 for the Village of 
Monroeville’s “grid resilience” project, which will strengthen and enhance reliability by 
installing status and wireless control of distribution equipment, including the addition of 
advanced metering infrastructure. The City of Radford also received $500,000 to 
implement smart meters, driven by broadband, which provide users with real-time data 
on energy consumption to help reduce electricity bills and equip operators with 
information needed to detect power demand surges and shortages. 

 
Include a list of awards or recognitions obtained, bonding capabilities, fieldwork capabilities 
and any other items of interest to support any claim of excellence. 
 
Becker is considered one of Florida's largest and most prominent homegrown law and lobbying 
firms. Law firm rankings such as Chambers USA; Super Lawyers; Best Lawyers; Florida Trend’s 
Legal Elite consistently recognize Becker for professional excellence. 
 
The Firm was recently recognized with the following accomplishments: 
 
 Named a Top 100 Performing Lobbying Firm by Bloomberg Government 2026 
 43 Attorneys Recognized in 2026 Best Lawyers in America®, Including Four Named 

“Lawyer of the Year” 
 15 Attorneys in Florida, New Jersey, and New York Recognized as Super Lawyers and 

Rising Stars 
 Named a Top 50 Construction Law Firm by Construction Executive Magazine 2025 
 Earned National First-Tier Rankings in the 2026 Best Lawyers® “Best Law Firms” Guide 
 Ranked Among Top 50 Corporate Philanthropists in South Florida by South Florida 

Business Journal 
 Recognized in South Florida Business Journal’s 2026 “Top Law Firms” List 
 Awarded FLCAJ Readers’ Choice Award for 12th Consecutive Year 

 
Becker’s federal lobbying team members have received numerous individual awards. Co-lead 
Omar Franco was named the 2025 Top Lobbyist of the Year by the Hispanic Lobbyists 
Association. He has also been honored as a “Top Lobbyist” by the National Institute for Lobbying 
& Ethics (NILE) in 2024 and 2020 and has been featured on The Hill’s annual “Hired Gun” list of 
Top Lobbyists every year since 2018. Co-lead Amanda Wood was also recognized as a “Hired 
Gun” by The Hill and named a “Top Lobbyist” by the NILE in 2021. 
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Becker attorneys and lobbyists are active members of the South Florida community. Local liaison 
Colleen LaPlant currently serves as Chair of the Broward Housing Finance Authority Board and 
Member of the Women's Club of Coconut Creek and recently re-elected to the City’s Planning 
& Zoning Board. She is also a past Member of the City of Coconut Creek Environmental 
Committee, Educational Advisory Committee and Re-Districting Committee, past member of 
MPO SS4A Safety Action Plan-Oversight Committee, past Board Member of Animal Care 
Advisory Committee of Broward County and past Board Member of the School Board of 
Broward Parent Community Involvement Committee. She also was previously involved in a 
number of charitable organizations including volunteering for Women in Distress, Boys & Girls 
Club, Team Recognition Chair for American Cancer Relay for Life, and is a past Board Member 
for Brookwood Florida, a home for underprivileged girls. 
 
Becker’s federal team members participate in a wide array of organizations and use their vast 
connections to stay on top of political and policy stories and the people at the center. 
Organizational involvement is a highly effective way of keeping a finger on the pulse and 
supporting important causes in the Nation’s Capitol.  
 
Organizations That We Are Members of / Serve in Leadership Roles 
  

• American League of Lobbyists 
• Congressional Chiefs of Staff 

Alumni Association 
• Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute 
• Congressional Hispanic Leadership 

Institute 
• Florida House on Capitol Hill 
• French-American Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Friends of the National Museum of 

the American Latino 
• Hispanic Lobbyists Association 
• House Chiefs of Staff Alumni 

Association 
• Latin American Youth Center 

• Latino Coalition 
• League of Minority Voters 
• New York State Society  
• Northern Virginia Transportation 

Authority 
• PROSPANICA 
• Canadian American Business Council 
• The Florida State Society 
• The Italian American Democratic 

Leadership Council 
• National Italian American Foundation 
• Virginia Commonwealth University 

Board of Visitors 
• Virginia Latino Caucus 

 
  
Other Valuable Organizations That We Work Closely With 
  

• Invest in the USA 
• National Association of Broadcasters 
• National Association of Counties 

• National Bar Association  
• National League of Cities 
• United States Conference of Mayors
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The Proposer shall be licensed to conduct business in the State of Florida. 
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Proposers shall have a minimum of five (5) years’ experience in Federal Lobbying and 
Funding Advocacy Services. Proposer shall include with response a list of current clients. 
 
Becker has provided lobbying services for over thirty years. As proof of our minimum 
qualification requirement, see the Senate’s Lobbying Disclosure below for the Town of Davie, 
Florida. Davie is one of the many longtime (10+year) clients served by the federal lobbying team. 
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Below is a list of Becker’s public-sector federal lobbying clients:  
  

• Broward Metropolitan Planning 
Organization 

• Broward Sheriff's Office 
• City of Bartow, FL 
• City of Cape Coral, FL 
• City of Coral Gables, FL 
• City of DeBary, FL 
• City of Flagler Beach, FL 
• City of Hialeah, FL 
• City of Homestead, FL 
• City of Jacksonville, FL 
• City of Lauderhill, FL 
• City of Miami, FL 
• City of Miami Gardens, FL 
• City of North Lauderdale, FL 
• City of North Miami, FL 
• City of Opa-Locka, FL 
• City of Palatka, FL 
• City of Plantation, FL 
• City of South Miami, FL 

• City of St. Pete Beach, FL 
• City of Tamarac, FL 
• City of Virginia Beach, VA 
• City of West Park, FL 
• City of Winter Garden, FL 
• Collier County, FL 
• Hennepin County, MN 
• Loudoun County, VA 
• Mecklenburg County, VA 
• Okeechobee County, FL 
• Palm Beach County, FL 
• Palm Beach Zoo 
• Port Tampa Bay 
• Sarasota County, FL 
• Town of Bay Harbor Islands, FL 
• Town of Davie, FL 
• Town of Manalapan, FL 
• Town of Medley, FL 
• Town of South Palm Beach, FL 
• Virginia Port Authority 
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The Proposer shall describe its approach to identifying federal funding opportunities for 
municipal clients, including Congressionally Directed Spending requests, competitive federal 
grant programs, and agency-directed funding opportunities. 
 
The Becker team differentiates itself from other lobbyists by conducting a “deep dive” into every 
aspect of potential federal funding for the City of Coconut Creek. This in-depth approach has 
been effective in helping Becker clients receive hundreds of millions in federal grants, 
appropriations, earmarks, and other funding through traditional and untraditional sources. 
Coconut Creek can significantly increase its share of federal funding with the Becker team’s 
proven strategies outlined in our proposal.  

 
Proposed co-lead lobbyist, Amanda Wood, develops and executes federal government relations 
strategies and guides clients through the federal funding process, including the House and 
Senate's budget and appropriations committees and federal grant opportunities. She has 
succeeded through strategic, direct communication with her clients and federal decisionmakers 
and a comprehensive approach to researching community-specific federal funding opportunities. 
Amanda takes pride in helping clients communicate effectively with federal officials, identifying 
and securing appropriations and grant funding that fulfills local needs. She has successfully 
secured millions in federal funding through congressional appropriations and agency grant 
awards. Amanda and the team often leverage congressional allies in support of municipal 
clients' grant applications through support letters, in person meetings and regional coalitions. 

 
Becker lobbyists have successfully secured federal appropriations, grants, and other revenue 
sources for our clients. As former legislative staff and seasoned lobbyists with decades of 
experience representing public entities, we understand the technical intricacies of the federal 
funding process and the political dynamics that influence outcomes in highly competitive 
environments. We have produced remarkable results for municipal clients, especially in funding 
their priorities. Our federal lobbying team secured $149.97 million in earmarked funding in 
2026, building on the $103.3 million achieved in 2024. 
 
The proposal should include examples of recent federal funding successes for local 
government clients, including Congressionally Directed Spending requests and federal grant 
awards, and describe the firm’s strategy for positioning municipal projects for federal 
funding opportunities. 
 

Congressionally Directed Spending: Our decades-long experience on Capitol Hill 
has produced remarkable results for our clients, especially in funding their 
priorities. Below is a list of the Becker Team’s recent congressionally directed 
spending funding successes, demonstrating our ability to deliver on our clients’ 

diverse funding requests. Each request began with our “deep dive” research, priority setting, and 
matching approach described on page 13. We work hand in hand with House members and their 
staff to best position our client’s request(s) to achieve maximum support.  
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FY 2026 Final Earmark Funding 
Client Project Name Project Amount  
Broward County Sheriff's Office ICAC Technology Support Project $535,000  

Broward County Sheriff's Office 
School Safety Response Equipment and 
Training Enhancement $366,000  

CCC Community Outreach Center Project $1,000,000  
Collier County Veterans Community Center Project $9,000,000  
Collier County Interchange at I-75 and Everglades Blvd  $2,000,000  
City of Alexandria Violence and Crime Prevention Technology $670,000  
City of Alexandria Radio Systems Interoperability Upgrade $650,000  
City of Alexandria Emergency Shelter Backup $1,031,000  
City of Alexandria Bellefonte Ave Flash Flooding $1,092,000  
City of Alexandria The Square 511 $500,000  
City of Hialeah  SE Hialeah Stormwater Improvements $4,900,000  
City of Homestead Pump Station 11 Upgrades $2,200,000  
City of Jacksonville  Police Cruisers $4,200,000  
City of Lighthouse Point NE 28th Street Bridge Replacement $250,000  
City of Miami Police Cruisers $2,100,000  
City of Miami Auburndale Flood Improvements $5,000,000  
City of Miami Small Business Incubator $250,000  
City of North Miami Water Tower $1,092,000  
City of South Miami Septic to Sewer (Sub-Area K) $1,000,000  
City of Virginia Beach Bow Creek Stormwater Park $1,000,000  
City of Virginia Beach I-264/Independence Blvd.  $10,000,000  
City of Virginia Beach Pungo Ferry Road Improvements  $1,000,000  

Florida Gulf Coast University SW FL Hurricane and Red Tide 
Instrumentation Network Project $1,064,500  

Hennepin County Emergency Shelter System $500,000  
Hennepin County Addiction Medicine  $3,002,000  
Loudoun County Route 15 $3,150,000  
Loudoun County AvonLea $250,000  
Okeechobee County Berman Road $1,000,000  

Palm Beach County North County General Aviation Airport 
Runway 14-32 Expansion $2,000,000  

Palm Beach County Peanut Island Restoration $1,500,000  

Palm Beach County Burt Aaronson South County Regional Park $850,000  

Palm Beach County Palm Beach Lakes Blvd. Bridge $1,000,000  

Palm Beach Zoo West Palm Beach Dreher Park Water 
Quality and Habitat $1,000,000  

Sarasota County Fruitville Road Corridor Capacity 
Improvement Project $1,500,000  
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Sarasota County River Road Regional Interstate Connector 
Multi-Modal Capacity Improvement $1,500,000  

Ser Familia Mental Health Programming for Seniors $500,000  

Sharp Performance Alameda County Mental Wellness Platform  $700,000  

SoundThinking (Mesa, AZ) Gunshot Detection Technology $431,000  

SSVR Nevada State Police $360,000  
TASC TASC Juvenile Justice Services Program $750,000  
Town of Davie Bridge Widening & Roadway Improvements $250,000  
Town of Medley  Wastewater Pump Station Project $1,200,000  
Virginia Port Authority  Norfolk Harbor O&M $75,630,000  
YMCA Camp Letts Preservation/Renovation/Energy Efficiency $2,000,000  
 TOTAL: $149,973,500 

 
The Preliminary FY 2025 Appropriations Bill included over $75,000,000 in earmark funding for 
Becker’s clients. Unfortunately, all FY25 earmarks disappeared with the passage of the House’s 
Full-Year Continuing Resolution. 
 

FY 2024 Final Earmark Funding 
Client Project Name Project Amount  
Broward County Sheriff's Office Digital Forensics  $525,000  
Broward County Sheriff's Office Real Time Crime Center $963,000  
Broward MPO SR-5/US 1 $850,000  
City of Alexandria Crime Prevention Pilot Program $670,000  
City of Alexandria Smart Mobility Lab $963,000  
City of Alexandria Pendleton Affordable Housing $500,000  
City of Alexandria On-Route Charging $1,000,000  
City of Cape Coral Septic to Sewer $1,000,000  
City of Coral Gables Mobility Hub $2,500,000  
City of Hialeah Police Fleet Revitalization Project $2,590,000  
City of Miami Water Main Upgrades $1,000,000  
City of Miami Little Haiti Youth Center $1,000,000  

City of Miami Allapattah Community Action Center 
Renovations $2,853,787 

City of Miami Allapattah Community Action Center 
Renovations $1,700,641  

City of Miami Flagler Affordable Senior Housing $3,500,000  
City of Miami Gardens Miami Gardens Multipurpose Center $1,000,000  
City of North Miami NoMi Senior Center $850,000  
City of South Miami Septic to Sanitary Sewer for Sub-Area K $1,750,000  
City of Virginia Beach Virginia Beach Joint Operations Center $3,000,000  
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City of Virginia Beach Creeds Training Facility $693,000  
City of Virginia Beach Laskin Road I-B $3,000,000  
City of Virginia Beach Coastal Zone Management Study  $400,000 
City of Virginia Beach Rudee Inlet  $3,900,000 
Collier County Transit Maintenance $4,190,000  
Florida Gulf Coast University Groundwater to Surface Water Quality $750,000  

Florida Memorial University Cyber Innovation Hub Research & Research-
Related Technology and Equipment $900,000  

Hennepin County Emergency Shelter System $750,000  

City of Lauderhill Comprehensive Domestic Violence 
Approach $963,000  

City of North Lauderdale License Plate Reader $750,000  
Palm Beach County Advanced Water Purification Facility $959,757  
Palm Beach County Bus Shelter Expansion  $500,000  
Palm Beach County Workforce Affordable Housing $2,250,000  
Sarasota County Fruitville Road Capacity Improvements $4,000,000  
SoundThinking Gunshot Detection and Location $740,000  
SSVR VR Training $325,000  
Tantalus Smart Power Metering Implementation $500,000 
Tantalus Village of Monroeville Grid $248,000 
Town of Davie New River Estates Drainage $959,757  
Urban League of Broward Village of Oakland Park $850,000  
Virginia Port Authority Norfolk Harbor $47,450,000 
 TOTAL: $103,293,942  

 
Grants: Identifying federal grants is an important, underutilized opportunity for local 
governments to fund priority programs. The Becker team has been effective at 
finding little-known grant opportunities, assisting with the application and 
submission process, and knowing the right partners and advocates to secure the 

funding. Examples include grants for: CRA funding, cultural offerings and institutions, criminal 
justice, public safety, stormwater drainage, infrastructure and road improvements, to name a 
few. Becker specializes in federal grant funding for local government clients. 
 
Becker Client Successes:  
 For the Virginia Port Authority, the team secured a total of $107.1 million in funding 

through various grants (New Start, Port Infrastructure Development Grant, Federal 
Highways Grant) in our first year of representation. VPA is an excellent example of a 
politically creative strategy using a regional approach and economic data to demonstrate 
the multi-state economic impact of the Port's expansion. We leveraged the teams' 
collective contacts and expertise in economic development to illustrate regional job 
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creation and community impact. We would happily share examples of how we coalesced 
as a multi-state coalition to support the Port's funding requests.  

 The Broward Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) was awarded a $15.44 million 
federal grant from the Railroad Crossing Elimination (RCE) Grant Program in 2023 to 
enhance safety at 21 rail crossings along Florida's East Coast Rail Corridor. The project 
added safety measures like exit gates and medians to reduce collisions. 

 Secured a $13 million US Department of Transportation (USDOT) TIGER Grant for 
transportation infrastructure for Collier County. The highly competitive grant was won 
on a re-application following a high-level debrief with USDOT and outreach from the 
entire delegation, including then-House Transportation Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL). The Becker team worked closely with USDOT's 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs to achieve this significant win for Collier County. 

 Secured $2.4 million under the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) SAFER 
Grant program for fire service staffing in the Town of Davie and $462,673 through the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant for new self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) 
and an air compressor cascade system for frontline fire engines and rescue units. 

 The Becker team helped Broward Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and 
Sarasota County secure funding from the Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Grant 
Program to improve roadway safety planning. Broward MPO received $5 million and 
Sarasota County received $350,000. 

 In 2023, Becker secured $49.5 million in federal grant funding for the City of Virginia 
Beach. The grants awarded include: 

o Competitive Grant Awards   
 $1,500,000 in Justice Grants (Pass-through of FY23 earmark funding for 

Law Enforcement Training Facilities project) 
 $3,900,899 in Homeland Security Grants (Discretionary FEMA Grants 

including Assistance to Firefighters, Port Security, and National Urban 
Search & Rescue)   

 $13,439,126 in Defense Grants (K-12 Education at Military-Connected 
Schools & Community Investment Grants)  

 $14.9 million in Transportation Grants (Safe Streets and Roads for All) 
o Formula/Block Grant Awards  

 $72,122 in Justice Grants (Byrne Justice Assistance Block Grant) 
 $6,490,354 in Housing & Urban Development Grants 

 For the City of Alexandria, the Becker team worked to secure support from the City’s 
entire congressional delegation for the Federal Transit Administration’s competitive Low 
or No Emission Grant Program. DOT subsequently awarded the City $24 million for its 
DASH transit system to buy 13 battery-electric buses, charging equipment, and perform 
utility upgrades.  

 Leveraged our relationship with an international technology client to partner them with 
Collier County to pursue and win $500,000 through the FTA Mobility Innovation Grant.  
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 Assisted the City of Cape Coral in securing funding through the Paul Coverdell Forensic 
Science Grant, which resulted in the award of $93,796 in competitive U.S. Department 
of Justice (DOJ) funds to the Cape Coral Police Department. 

 Secured a $12 million RAISE Grant for Hennepin County, Minnesota's "Lake Street 
Multimodal Improvements to Enhance BRT" project. Funding helped to improve the 
County's bus transit operations with a bus only lane and increasing pedestrian mobility 
and safety with complete street improvements. 

 Secured an Economic Adjustment Grant totaling $4 million from the EDA for Volusia 
County working closely with Dr. Barrett Haga and Mr. Greg Vaday of the Administration. 

 
The Proposer should include examples of reports/legislative agendas submitted to other 
local government clients 
 
Below are a few examples of materials we recently shared with our local government clients. 
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Describe the firm’s management plan to be used, staffing configuration and safety protocols. 
 
Our team's success relies on our ability to work cooperatively and benefit from each other's 
knowledge and contacts. The key to an effective team strategy is designating a point of contact 
to coordinate all issues and communicate with the City. Omar Franco and Amanda Wood will 
serve as the primary points of contact and create a staffing plan and schedule based on the 
priorities developed on the City's behalf. They will develop a staffing schedule and set 
performance benchmarks based on the agreed-upon legislative agenda. 
 
Becker has carefully cultivated its team to include experienced, diverse (in gender, race, 
nationality, political party), and well-connected lobbyists. Each member of the Becker team has 
a different area of expertise and works hand in hand on all client priorities. Staff assignments 
depend on several factors, including substantive knowledge and experience on a particular 
issue.  
 
Omar Franco and Amanda Wood will serve as team quarterbacks with primary responsibility for 
client communication, overall strategic direction, and execution. Omar is well positioned with 
House Republicans in leadership including former boss and senior Appropriations Committee 
member Mario Diaz-Balart. He also serves on the National Hispanic Advisory Council, providing 
input to the President and Executive branch on essential issues to the Hispanic community. 
Amanda maintains strong ties to the Florida delegation, Senate leaders and Executive agencies. 
She is an expert in helping identify, prepare for, and secure federal grant funding. Sadie Haire 
specializes in grant research, municipal funding, and energy issues. Other Becker lobbyists such 
as transportation expert, Anthony Bedell, are available to support the City’s agenda. 
 
The lobbying team relies on constant communication to ensure deadlines are met, commitments 
stay on track and are completed on time. We have a standing bi-weekly in-office meeting with 
the entire federal lobbying team to discuss client updates, as well as general office operations. 
We have scheduled (and ad hoc, as needed) smaller group check-in meetings based on the 
specific needs of each client. Our work plan includes several tracking systems for client priorities 
(earmarks, bill numbers, amendments, etc.) to ensure measurable progress and keep clients 
updated. We also rely on calendar appointments to set reminders and track deadlines. 
 
Our team ensures safety and compliance by following strict confidentiality protocols, including 
the secure management of sensitive information. As a law and lobbying firm, Becker maintains 
the highest ethical standards for client representation.  
 
 
 

Section 2: Resources and Availability  
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Provide information about the equipment and services at the firm’s disposal. 
 
Becker has all of the equipment, resources, and services necessary to fully perform the work 
under this proposal. Our team of experienced lobbying professionals is supported by skilled 
staff, advanced technology, and specialized tools that enable efficient and effective federal 
advocacy. 
 
We utilize platforms such as “Bloomberg Government” and “Politico Pro” to monitor priority 
legislation and provide real-time reporting and analysis. In addition, Becker develops briefing 
materials, talking points, and coordinated communication strategies to strengthen and support 
our client’s intergovernmental advocacy efforts. 
 
Beyond these tools, Becker provides strategic guidance, direct engagement with federal 
agencies and congressional offices, and ongoing coordination with City staff to advance 
identified priorities. We have nineteen offices throughout the East Coast, including locations in 
Fort Lauderdale, Tallahassee, and Washington, D.C., which the City is welcome to use as 
needed. 
 
In addition to the proposed team, the attorneys and professionals in the Government Law & 
Lobbying Practice Group, along with the entire firm (approximately 170 members), are available 
to provide extensive expertise when needed. Becker has the added benefit of having large law 
firm resources such as providing legal analysis, interpretation, and technical assistance. 
 
Together, these capabilities, tools, and services position Becker to execute the City’s priorities 
efficiently and effectively.  
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Proposer shall provide a list of at least five (5) clients that Proposer has provided similar 
services in the past five (5) years, at least two (2) of which are governmental entities.  

 
We are very proud of our many long-term client relationships. As Federal lobbyists, we have 
represented Palm Beach County since 2011; the Town of Davie since 2012; Sarasota County 
since 2014, the City of Hialeah since 2011; the City of Cape Coral since 2014; Collier County 
since 2015. Our newer clients, including the Virginia Port Authority, and Hennepin County, 
Minnesota, are equally delighted with our work and lobbying successes thus far. The team has 
scored major funding, regulatory, and policy victories for each of these clients very quickly. 
 

Palm Beach County 
Address: 301 N. Olive Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
 
Scope of Services: Becker takes great pride in its long-standing role as Palm 
Beach County's federal lobbyist. Since 2011, we have worked closely with the 

entire Palm Beach team to understand the County's current and long-term priorities to provide 
consistent and reliable federal relations guidance. We routinely identify and monitor legislative 
trends, issues, administrative activity, and funding opportunities and offer analysis, strategy, and 
action plans to achieve the County’s federal goals. 
 
Accomplishments include: 
 Secured $5,350,000 in FY26 for transportation and infrastructure improvements. 
 Helped Palm Beach County receive over $5,000,000 from the Safe Streets and Roads 

for All (SS4A) Grant Program through the U.S. Department of Transportation.  
 Worked with Congressman Jared Moskowitz in FY24 to secure $959,757 for an 

Advanced Water Purification Facility and $500,000 for the revitalization and expansion 
of bus shelters in Palm Beach County.  

 Worked with the County to advocate for the Sand Acquisition, Nourishment and 
Development (SAND) Act introduced by then-Senator Marco Rubio and Rep. Lois 
Frankel. The SAND Act would have repealed an archaic law that does not allow 
communities to buy sand from the Bahamas and other foreign countries to replenish 
shorelines and will alleviate the high price of trucking in sand. Unfortunately, the SAND 
Act did not pass as standalone legislation in 2023. The Becker team plans to work with 
the delegation and Palm Beach County to reintroduce this important piece of legislation 
to support beach re-nourishment funding. 

 Omar Franco has been at the forefront of Everglades restoration funding and 
environmental mitigation strategies to protect Florida's beaches and waterways on 
behalf of Palm Beach County. He is helping to lead a coalition of 16 counties around Lake 

Section 3: References  
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Okeechobee, working with influential Congressional staff and lawmakers from both 
sides of the aisle.  

 Helped coordinate a local government coalition with cities and counties to change federal 
law to limit FEMA's ability to de‐obligate decade-old disaster recovery expenditures. 

 
Contract Cost: $5,000/month 
 
Point of Contact: Ed Chase, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs and Community Engagement 
EChase@pbcgov.org; P: 561-355-6266 
 
Contract Duration: 2011 – Present 
 

 
Town of Davie, FL 
Address: 8800 SW 36th Street, Town of Davie, FL 33328 
 
Scope of Services: The Town of Davie has approximately 107,000 residents 
and an annual budget of $334 million. Since we began advocating for the Town 

of Davie in 2012, we have identified numerous funding opportunities through federal agencies 
and various grant programs. We have reviewed past grant applications and identified some 
needed improvements. We have coordinated technical assistance training for Town staff to learn 
how to be more successful in applying for grants, including COPS grants for police funding, 
SCBA grants for fire protection, and Economic Development Agency (EDA) grants.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accomplishments include: 
 Secured $2.4 million under the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) SAFER 

grant program for fire service staffing in the Town of Davie and $462,673 through the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant for the Town of Davie for new self-contained breathing 
apparatus (SCBA) and an air compressor cascade system for frontline fire engines and 
rescue units; 

 Secured a U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) de-obligation appeal through the State associated with Hurricane Wilma 
of $1,190,691 for the Town of Davie; 

“Our Becker consultant, with whom I have worked closely with for the past eight 
years, delivers outstanding support. She excels at communicating complex 

legislative matters, provides timely and relevant updates on federal issues, and is 
a steadfast advocate for the Town’s interests before the Florida Delegation.” 

 
~Leona Henry, Town Administrator 

mailto:EChase@pbcgov.org
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 Secured $959,757 through a community grant program for New Rive Estates Drainage 
and $800,000 for body-worn cameras. 

 
Contract Cost: $3,333/month 
 
Point of Contact: Leona Henry, Development Administrator 
lhenry@davie-fl.gov; P: 954-797-1035 
 
Contract Duration: 2012 – Present 
 

 
Broward Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Address: 100 W Cypress Creek Road, Suite 650, Ft Lauderdale, FL 33309 

 
Scope of Services: The Broward MPO is a dynamic, federally mandated public agency that 
serves as a catalyst for change in transportation. With the coordination of 31 local governments 
and municipalities, more than 1.9 million residents, and over 13 million visitors each year, the 
Broward MPO enables seamless transportation and redevelopment in Broward County that 
provides an opportunity for people and communities to grow and thrive. Goals include 
infrastructure funding, traffic modernization, roadway construction and public safety. 
 
Accomplishments include:  
 Worked with Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz to secure $850,000 for SR-5/US-1 South 

Bound on Ramp to West Bound I-595. 
 Becker’s Federal Lobbying team worked with Broward Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) to successfully secure $16 million for safety upgrades at rail 
crossings for passenger and freight trains across six cities. Funds from the Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) in the "first-ever dedicated grant program" to help 
communities eliminate rail crossing-roadway intersections that have been the scenes of 
deadly vehicle-rail collisions.  

 Helped Broward MPO secure $5 million from the Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) 
Grant Program to improve roadway safety planning.  

 
Contract Cost: $10,000/month 
 
Point of Contact: Paul Calvaresi, Intergovernmental Manager 
calvaresip@browardmpo.org; P: 954-876-0037 
 
Contract Duration: 2023 – Present 
 
 

mailto:lhenry@davie-fl.gov
mailto:calvaresip@browardmpo.org
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City of Virginia Beach, VA 
Address: 2401 Courthouse Dr, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 
 
Scope of Services: Virginia Beach is a thriving coastal city located in the 

southeastern corner of Virginia, where the Chesapeake Bay meets the Atlantic 
Ocean. With a population of 450,000 residents, it is the largest city in Virginia and the 39th 
largest city in the United States. Virginia Beach is home to a variety of amenities, including a 
popular oceanfront resort area, vibrant financial district, urban amenities, rural areas, cultural 
centers and museums, military facilities, and diverse neighborhoods. Goals include infrastructure 
funding, relations and negotiations with relevant Federal agencies operating in the city, and 
public safety. 
 
Accomplishments include:  
 In our first year representing the City of Virginia Beach, we helped secure approximately 

$100 million in Congressional earmark and federal grant funding. The Becker team was 
also instrumental in helping the City negotiate solutions for issues with Federal agencies, 
including the U.S. Department of Defense. 

 In FY23, we provided political and strategic guidance to help the City with infrastructure 
improvements and the following projects were successfully funded: 

o $3,000,000 – Nimmo Parkway: Funding for this project will be used to improve 
access to Sandbridge and provide a safer and more reliable hurricane evacuation 
route for residents. The project involves construction of a two-lane undivided 
roadway with shoulders, on-road bike lanes, and a single shared-use path. The 
Becker team worked with Rep. Elaine Luria (D-VA) and Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA) 
to secure this win. 

o $2,000,000 – Laskin Road: Funding will be used for roadway improvements 
including widening the four-lane road to a traditional six-lane divided facility with 
a raised median as well as a sidewalk and shared use path for bicycles and 
pedestrians.  

o $750,000 – Virginia Beach Trail: Funding will be used to construct a paved 
shared-use, 3-mile segment that will connect to Norfolk’s Tide and HRT bus 
system, continue through two federally designated Opportunity Zones and Town 
Center, and terminate at Constitution Drive. 

 Secured $2.56 million for Lynnhaven Inlet and $1.5 million for the Comprehensive 
Coastal Storm Risk Management Study (also known as the 3x3x3 Study) under FY 2022 
Investigations. 

 Obtained $693,000 for Virginia Beach Police Department’s Creeds Training Facility. This 
funding will support a separate, new “simunition” training structure, complete with a 
classroom and defensive tactics training mat room, allowing for the expansion of 
advanced training evolutions and preventing the overuse and deterioration of existing 
structures. 
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Contract Cost: $9,000/month 
 
Point of Contact: Brent McKenzie, Director of Legislative Affairs 
bmckenzie@vbgov.com; P: (757) 837-9572 

 
Contract Duration: 2021 – Present 
 

 
City of Coral Gables, FL  
Address: 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134 
 
Scope of Services: Coral Gables is a historic city located in Miami-Dade County, 

with approximately 50,000 residents. Becker has served as the City’s federal 
lobbyist since 2004. Since that time, we have maintained a close working relationship with the 
City staff to identify federal priorities to support the growing City’s needs. Key priorities include 
maintaining infrastructure and historic preservation, enhancing public safety, and supporting 
sustainable economic development. 
 
Accomplishments include:  
 Worked with Rep. María Elvira Salazar and secured $2,500,000 in the Transportation-

HUD Appropriations bill for a Mobility Hub to create a one-stop-shop for additional local 
transportation options. 

 In FY27, Becker worked with Rep. María Elvira Salazar to submit $6 million in earmarked 
funding for the City. Projects include $2 million for the City 3 Pump Station Sewer Basin 
Service Area Rehabilitation; $4 million for a Public Works Facility Expansion; and $1 
million for the Western Connection to Miami‑Dade County Transmission System. 

 
Contract Cost: $2,000/month 
 
Point of Contact: Chelsea Granell, Governmental Affairs Director 
cgranell@coralgables.com; P: 305-460-1809 

 
Contract Duration: 2004 – Present 
  

mailto:bmckenzie@vbgov.com
mailto:cgranell@coralgables.com
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Proposal Information 
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Proposal Confirmation 
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Indemnification Clause 
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Non-Collusive Affidavit 
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Proposer’s Qualification Statement 

 



City of Coconut Creek | RFP No. 04-29-26-11 
Federal Lobbying and Funding Advocacy Services  
 

64 
 

 



City of Coconut Creek | RFP No. 04-29-26-11 
Federal Lobbying and Funding Advocacy Services  
 

65 
 

 



City of Coconut Creek | RFP No. 04-29-26-11 
Federal Lobbying and Funding Advocacy Services  
 

66 
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Proposer’s Qualification Statement - Question 7 
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Proposer’s Qualification Statement - Question 10 
 

Omar Franco serves as Chair of the Firm’s Government Law & Lobbying 
Practice. He represents a wide variety of clients including Fortune 500 
companies, small businesses, higher education institutions, trade associations, 
non-profit organizations, and municipal governments. A recognized leader in 
the field, Franco was named the 2025 Top Lobbyist of the Year by the Hispanic 

Lobbyists Association. He has also been honored as a “Top Lobbyist” by the National Institute 
for Lobbying & Ethics (NILE) in 2024 and 2020 and has been featured on The Hill’s annual “Hired 
Gun” list of Top Lobbyists every year since 2018. 
 
Mr. Franco works with Hispanic organizations that promote diversity and provide a voice for 
Hispanics in Washington and throughout the country. He is the federal lobbyist for the Latino 
Coalition and is considered one of the most effective Hispanic federal lobbyists. He serves on 
the National Hispanic Advisory Council, providing input to the President and Executive branch 
on essential issues to the Hispanic community. 
 
Previously, Omar served as Chief of Staff for Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL). 
Congressman Diaz-Balart currently serves as Vice Chair of the House Committee on 
Appropriations, Chairman of the National Security, Department of State and Related Programs 
Subcommittee, and is a member on the Defense Subcommittee. As his Chief of Staff, Omar 
managed the Congressman's Washington D.C., and district operations. He closely counseled the 
Congressman in his areas of expertise, including federal appropriations, health care, 
transportation, higher education, and issues dealing with Hispanics. During his tenure, Omar was 
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granted Top Secret security clearance by the U.S. Department of Defense and assisted in 
founding the Congressional Hispanic Conference and the Congressional Hispanic Leadership 
Institute. Omar maintains an active presence and is highly visible on Capitol Hill through the 
Chiefs of Staff alumni group and similar organizations. 
 
He returned to lobbying in 2009 and founded Franco Government Relations in 2010. He 
represented the Miccosukee Tribe of Florida, Florida Gulf Coast University, and the Town of 
Miami Lakes and continues representing the municipalities of Hialeah, North Bay Village, and 
Hialeah Gardens. In 2011, he founded the Washington, DC office for Becker and built a federal 
lobbying practice for the law and lobbying firm. 

 
Amanda Wood has extensive knowledge and relationships on Capitol Hill 
and the Administration. She began lobbying in 2005 after serving on the staff 
of former Florida Senator Bob Graham for eight years and as his last Senate 
Legislative Director. 
 

Ms. Wood's experience working on Capitol Hill and representing local governments offers 
clients expertise on federal issues related to transportation, economic development, natural 
resources, disaster preparedness and recovery, water resources, science, technology, NASA, law 
enforcement, and social services. She has developed a specialty in securing grant funding 
through the agencies for her local government clients and accessing criminal justice equipment 
and law enforcement training funds through programs run by Departments of Justice, Homeland 
Security, and others. She has also had great success representing long-time client, 
SoundThinking (formerly “ShotSpotter”), a technology that local governments use to detect 
gunshot locations. In 2021, Amanda was named a "Top Lobbyist" by the National Institute of 
Lobbying & Ethics (NILE). 
Ms. Wood specializes in local government representation, serving as the lead lobbyist for 
Hennepin County, Minnesota, Sarasota, and Collier counties in Florida, plus cities Cape Coral, 
FL, Davie, FL, and private clients SoundThinking and AB Energy, among others.  
 
Ms. Wood develops and executes federal government relations strategies and guides clients 
through the federal funding process, including the House and Senate's budget and 
appropriations committees and federal grant opportunities. She has succeeded through 
strategic, direct communication with her clients and federal decisionmakers and a 
comprehensive approach to researching community-specific federal funding opportunities. 
Amanda takes pride in helping clients communicate effectively with federal officials, identifying 
and securing appropriations and grant funding that fulfills local needs. 
 
She has successfully secured federal funding through congressional appropriations and agency 
grant awards. She enjoys working with clients to help them understand Federal opportunities, 
develop proactive strategies to secure funding, expedite federal approvals, and remove 
roadblocks. She regularly updates her clients regarding congressional activities and the political 
impacts of their policy priorities. 
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Sadie Haire is a Government Relations Consultant in Becker’s Federal 
Lobbying Practice. A 9th-generation native Floridian from Madison County, 
Ms. Haire proudly worked in the Florida House of Representatives within the 
Clerk’s Office and as State Representative Jason Fischer’s District Aide in 
Jacksonville, and State Representative Jason Shoaf’s District Aide throughout 

North Florida, leading public relations efforts for state government events and fundraisers and 
managing all constituent services. Sadie has been with Becker since 2022. 
  
As a Regional Director for the Republican Party of Florida, she oversaw St. Johns, Clay, Flagler, 
Volusia, Duval, and Nassau Counties. In this role, she met with local officials and community 
members, led grassroots efforts, and assisted Governor Ron DeSantis’ gubernatorial campaign, 
Congressman Rutherford’s re-election and Governor Rick Scott's successful United States 
Senate campaign. 
  
As a Native American descendant, Ms. Haire specializes in Tribal issues, as well as Grant 
Research, Rural Communities, Transportation Infrastructure, Public Safety Advocacy, 
Community Resiliency, Crypto, Municipal Funding, and Water and Energy issues. 
 
Proposer’s Qualification Statement - Question 16 
 
Below is a list of Becker’s public-sector federal lobbying clients:  
  

• Broward Metropolitan Planning 
Organization 

• Broward Sheriff's Office 
• City of Bartow, FL 
• City of Cape Coral, FL 
• City of Coral Gables, FL 
• City of DeBary, FL 
• City of Flagler Beach, FL 
• City of Hialeah, FL 
• City of Homestead, FL 
• City of Jacksonville, FL 
• City of Lauderhill, FL 
• City of Miami, FL 
• City of Miami Gardens, FL 
• City of North Lauderdale, FL 
• City of North Miami, FL 
• City of Opa-Locka, FL 
• City of Palatka, FL 
• City of Plantation, FL 
• City of South Miami, FL 

• City of St. Pete Beach, FL 
• City of Tamarac, FL 
• City of Virginia Beach, VA 
• City of West Park, FL 
• City of Winter Garden, FL 
• Collier County, FL 
• Hennepin County, MN 
• Loudoun County, VA 
• Mecklenburg County, VA 
• Okeechobee County, FL 
• Palm Beach County, FL 
• Palm Beach Zoo 
• Port Tampa Bay 
• Sarasota County, FL 
• Town of Bay Harbor Islands, FL 
• Town of Davie, FL 
• Town of Manalapan, FL 
• Town of Medley, FL 
• Town of South Palm Beach, FL 
• Virginia Port Authority
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Acknowledgement Proposers Qualification Statement 
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Sworn Statement on Public Entity Crimes 
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Affidavit of Compliance with Foreign Countries of Concern 
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Drug- Free Workplace Form 
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Certificate of Insurance 

 



City of Coconut Creek | RFP No. 04-29-26-11 
Federal Lobbying and Funding Advocacy Services  
 

78 
 

Business Tax Receipt 
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Company’s www.Sunbiz.org Record 
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Copies of Valid Certifications / Licenses 
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Scrutinized Companies Certification 
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E-Verify Form 
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Human Trafficking 
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Exceptions to the RFP 
 

 


