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AGENDA ITEM REPORT

TITLE:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINSTRATION,” ARTICLE XIII, “LOBBYISTS,” TO PROVIDE FOR CONSISTENCY WITH THE
BROWARD COUNTY ETHICS CODE, CLARIFICATION ON PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF THE
CITY’S ORDINANCE, AND AN INVESTIGATIVE PROCESS FOR POTENTIAL VIOLATIONS.
(SECOND READING)(PUBLIC HEARING)

BACKGROUND:

This item was approved on First Reading at the August 9, 2018, City Commission Meeting.

In 2011, the City Commission enacted Ordinance No. 2011-030, which created Article XIII,
“Lobbyists,” within Chapter 2, “Administration,” of the City’s Code of Ordinances in order to comply
with the mandates of the Broward County Code of Ethics to require registration of persons intending
to lobby municipal officials and employees. Since then, the Broward County Ethics Code has
undergone changes, including adding more definitions and specifying access to electronic reporting.

DISCUSSION:

The proposed Ordinance adopts the definitions of the Broward County Ethics Code by reference,
adds lobbying electronic reporting requirements, creates a timeline for lobbyists to complete the
registration process, vests authority in the City Manager to investigate violations of the Ordinance
and impose progressive penalties, and last, provides for an appeal, challenging a penalty, to be
heard by the City Commission.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval of this Ordinance.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A
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